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1: Introduction 
 
 
The name Eric Trewern still causes Brisbane real estate agents to salivate. A Trewern house 
attracts a premium, not only because his name is synonymous with some of the finest 
Brisbane architecture of the inter-war period, but also because his houses were very solidly 
built. He rarely placed tender notices in the newspapers, preferring to select his builders from 
a limited pool of trusted contractors, principal among whom was his golfing companion, 
Arthur Crick. 
 
A professional colleague, who knew him well, said of Eric Trewern that "Eric is a modest 
chap, reserved in manner but there is no question as to his ability."1 He was certainly 
reserved, but it seems that he was also fully conscious of his very considerable talents. 
Without such self-assurance, he could hardly have risen from his humble origins, as the eldest 
of three sons of a Bendigo engine driver (who died at an early age), to become one of the 
most prominent architects in Queensland.  
 
Although he designed some significant office and industrial buildings, Eric Trewern is 
remembered today as a domestic architect, and a study of his career teaches us much about 
the better-quality residential architecture of Brisbane in the 1920s and 1930s. After the 
Second World War, he played no significant role in the further development of house design 
in Brisbane, but even so, his post-war work is still of interest because it demonstrates the 
challenges of residential architecture in the era of post-war austerity. 
 
It is sad to report that a considerable number of Trewern's fine houses have now been 
demolished, and it is almost as sad to note that many of those which survive have been 
insensitively extended or renovated. If the practice of architectural history has any purpose, it 
is surely to encourage the property-owning public to appreciate and respect the architectural 
heritage of earlier generations, which is now (temporarily) in their care. 
 
Methodology 
 
Eric Trewern was in private practice from 1920 to 1959, and much of his work was confined 
to Brisbane. For this reason, it has been possible to trace a large proportion of his output 
through the building registers of the Brisbane City Council. However these records are only 
useful for the period from the establishment of Greater Brisbane in 1925 until the 
restructuring of the building registration system in 1945. Information on Trewern's projects 
before 1925 and after 1945 is much harder to find. The contemporary newspapers and 
magazines are also valuable sources, especially during the 1920s and 1930s, when Trewern 
assiduously used them to promote his practice. 
                                                 
1 J.V.D. Coutts, "Early Queensland Architects" (1952), typescript in University of Queensland Fryer Library, 
F2001, p.15. 
2 
 
 
The Fryer Library at the University of Queensland possesses a significant (but very 
incomplete) collection of Eric Trewern's plans. These were collected both from individual 
donors and from Alec Trewern, the younger brother and professional partner of Eric Trewern. 
 
Using these resources, information has been assembled on a large number of Trewern 
projects. The appendix contains details of about 160 of these, but the appendix is restricted to 
projects for which some sort of pictorial evidence survives. This means that some significant 
projects have been omitted from the appendix. 
 
In presenting the results of this research, a straightforward chronological approach has been 
adopted. Note that when buildings are dated, the date given is the year of construction. 
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2: Origins 
 
 
 
Those who are familiar with the old rhyme, 
 
By Pol, Tre, and Pen,  
You may know the Cornish men 
 
will not be surprised to discover that Eric Trewern's ancestry was Cornish. All four of his 
grandparents were natives of Cornwall, and his parents had been born into the tightly-knit 
immigrant Cornish mining community on the Bendigo goldfields. It was a community which 
was hard-working, thrifty, deeply religious (usually adhering to some version of Methodism), 
and upwardly mobile. It will be easy to see how this background influenced the career of the 
future architect. 
 
Much of the Cornish community in Australia traces its origins to the discovery of rich copper 
deposits at Burra in South Australia in 1845. To work the mines, the South Australian 
government imported experienced miners from England, many of them from Cornwall, a 
county which had a long history of tin and copper mining. After the discovery of gold in 
Victoria in 1851, many of these assisted immigrants abandoned South Australia in hopes of 
getting rich quickly in the neighbouring colony.  
 
By the middle of the 1850s, the easily accessible alluvial gold deposits in Victoria had largely 
been exhausted, and companies were being established to undertake the more difficult, and 
more expensive, task of extracting gold from deposits buried deep in the quartz reefs. For this 
work, the Cornish miners were much in demand because of their expertise in mining at depth 
in hard rock. The western gullies of Bendigo were a focus for this sort of mining, and a large 
Cornish community grew up in the area around Long Gully.  
 
Eric Trewern's paternal grandfather, John Trewarn,2 was born about 1844, in the parish of 
Sancreed, not far from the important Cornish mining centre of St Just. His father was a miner, 
but John Trewarn seems to have worked mainly as a farm labourer. In 1865 he married 
Phillis Rogers at Sancreed. She was the daughter of a farm labourer, and some of her brothers 
worked as miners. For some years before her marriage she had been working as a household 
servant for one of the prosperous yeomen farmers of Sancreed. 
 
Just two weeks after their marriage, the newlyweds travelled to Plymouth, where they 
boarded the Cornwallis, a ship which had been chartered to convey a party of 284 assisted 
immigrants to South Australia. The journey lasted almost three months. Like many assisted 
migrants recruited by the South Australian government, the Trewarns did not remain long in 
                                                 
2 Eric Trewern's ancestors normally spelt their surname as Trewarn. It was only when he moved to Queensland 
in 1916 that he and his immediate family changed the spelling. 
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the colony. They were probably already on their way to the Victorian goldfields when their 
first child was born at Port Gawler in 1866. Their second son, William James, the father of 
the future architect, was born at Sailors Gully, north-west of Bendigo, in 1869.  
 
Phillis Trewarn died in childbirth in 1870, and her husband remarried in 1871. His second 
wife bore him nine children. In the 1880s and 1890s John Trewarn seems to have spent many 
years working as a miner at Redcastle, about 45 kilometres east of Bendigo, and in 1898 he 
was appointed manager of the Central Toolleen mine there. However sometime around the 
turn of the century he returned to Bendigo, to a house at Holmes Road in Long Gully, where 
he died in 1911. 
 
Eric Trewern's maternal grandfather was a certain John Goldsworthy (who sometimes called 
himself John Cullis Goldsworthy, incorporating his mother's maiden name). He was born at 
Blisland, north of Bodmin, in 1845, the son of a miner. He was probably the eighteen-year 
old Cornish miner, John Goldsworthy, who came to South Australia as an assisted immigrant 
on the Art Union in 1864. He must have worked for a short time in the copper mines at Burra, 
because he was married there in 1865, to Jane Rodda, the daughter of another Cornish miner. 
She had arrived in South Australia with her parents in 1857 on the Monsoon.  
 
The Goldsworthys' first child was born in Burra in 1866, but they also soon decamped to the 
Victorian goldfields, and their second child was born in Ballarat in 1869. They were living in 
the Bendigo district by 1872, when their daughter Alice, mother of the future architect, was 
born at Eaglehawk. In 1884 Jane Goldsworthy died in childbirth, and the following year John 
Goldsworthy remarried. He died sometime around 1900. 
 
Thus Eric Trewern's parents were both born in the Bendigo district, into Cornish mining 
families. The Cornish miners were proud of their skill and their endurance in the hard, 
dangerous work of underground mining, but they generally aspired to a better future for their 
children. The architect's father, William James Trewarn, born in 1869, initially tried his hand 
at farming in the Rochester district. He then seems to have returned to his family, who at that 
time were living at Redcastle, east of Bendigo, and began a career as an engine driver in the 
mines. In 1893 he married Alice Goldsworthy at Long Gully, Bendigo. 
 
By 1895 this couple had set up house at the northern end of Moran Street, Long Gully, where 
their first son, the future architect, Eric Percival, was born in 1895. A second son, William 
Leonard, was born in 1897, and the final child, Alexander Ira, was born belatedly in 1909. 
William James Trewarn continued to work as an engine driver, and he was employed at the 
Great Southern Mine at Quarry Hill, Bendigo, at the time of his death in 1912, aged only 43. 
Like many in the Cornish mining community, he had been a member of the Rechabite Order, 
a temperance benefit society which would have provided some financial assistance to his 
widow and her young family. He left no real estate, but he held the quarter-acre block in 
Moran Street under a miner's right, and he owned the five-roomed weatherboard house 
standing there. A thrifty man, he died free of debt, with £114 in the bank, at a time when the 
average annual male wage in Victoria was around £140.
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3: Early Years 
 
 
Eric Percival Trewern3 was born on the 3rd August 1895 at his parents' house at north Moran 
Street, Long Gully, about three kilometres north-west of the centre of Bendigo. He was the 
eldest of what would become a family of three boys, and his parents, as we have seen, were 
Australian-born members of the local Cornish mining community. They were sober adherents 
of the Bible Christian Church, a Methodist denomination which had been founded in 
Cornwall. The family worshipped at the Long Gully Bible Christian Chapel in Eaglehawk 
Road. 
 
 
Bible Christian Chapel, Long Gully  (Robert Alexander Love, 1868, demolished) 
 
Both of Eric Trewern's grandfathers had been miners, but his father had moved up a notch in 
the social scale by becoming an engine driver. No doubt William and Alice Trewarn hoped 
that their three sons would advance further towards middle-class affluence. Education was 
the key to such advancement, and the Trewarn boys were probably all educated at the Long 
Gully State School, a heritage-listed building which still stands in Jackson Street.  
 
 
Long Gully State School    (Henry R. Bastow, 1878-79) 
                                                 
3 As noted above, he spelt his surname as Trewarn until he moved to Queensland in 1916. 
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Throughout his life, Eric Trewern was a keen sketcher and watercolourist, and this was an 
interest which he developed at an early age. On completion of his primary schooling, he 
began studying art at the Bendigo School of Mines, which served as the local technical 
college. Here he obtained pass grades in the annual examinations in subjects such as Brush 
Drawing (1907) and Elementary Modelled Design (1909). His art teacher was the British-
born painter, Arthur Thomas Woodward (1865-1943). 
 
Trewern must have been a promising student, because for some time he was employed as an 
assistant to Woodward, but he resigned from that position early in 1911, apparently because 
he had become an articled pupil of a Bendigo architect, John Beebe. However he continued 
his studies at the School of Mines, but now studying subjects such as Advanced Practical 
Solid Geometry (1912) and Architectural Perspective (1913).  
 
 
Bendigo School of Mines & Industries, about 1914 
(William C. Vahland, 1878-90) 
 
Trewern's employer, John Beebe (1866-1936), was the younger brother of a more significant 
Bendigo architect, William Beebe (1857-1920), both of whom were sons of a successful local 
stonemason. From 1901 to 1902, John Beebe was briefly in partnership with Henry Vahland, 
son of the pre-eminent local architect, William C. Vahland. Following the death of the 
younger Vahland in 1902, his father came out of retirement to work with John Beebe, whose 
none too successful practice no doubt benefited from association with the Vahland name. The 
elder Vahland retired from the practice in 1909. 
 
The normal period of architectural apprenticeship was around five years, so it is likely that 
Trewern was an articled pupil from about 1911 to 1915. There was no formal training in 
architecture available in Bendigo, but as already noted, Trewern was able to take some 
relevant courses at the School of Mines. Most of his knowledge of architecture was, of 
course, acquired on the job. John Beebe was architect to the Anglican diocese, but this does 
not seem to have involved any major projects during Trewern's time with him. Beebe was 
involved in a considerable amount of hotel work, which must have been a novelty for his 
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Methodist pupil. Shops, warehouses and the occasional house also featured in his portfolio. 
His largest project from this period appears to have been the new infectious diseases wards at 
the Bendigo Hospital (1915-16). 
 
 
Infectious disease wards, Bendigo Hospital  (John Beebe, 1915-16, demolished) 
 
With the death of his father in November 1912, Eric Trewern became, at the age of 
seventeen, the family breadwinner. It was a heavy responsibility. In the early years of the 
twentieth century Bendigo was in economic decline, and the population of the city fell by 6% 
between 1901 and 1933. Trewern's employer, John Beebe, had decided that Queensland was 
"the coming state of Australia,"4 and was planning to sell up and move to the north. His pupil 
was apparently infected with this idea, and at the end of 1914 the whole of the Trewern 
family went by steamer to Brisbane for a stay of three weeks. It was apparently a combined 
holiday and reconnaissance expedition. No doubt the budding architect made inquiries about 
the possibility of employment in Brisbane, and it appears that his family decided in favour of 
moving to Queensland, if the eldest son could first establish himself successfully there. 
 
On return to Bendigo, Trewern completed his articles with Beebe and prepared himself for 
the entrance examinations of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects. By 1916, when he 
was notified of his successful pass, he was already in Brisbane, where he had begun work as 
a temporary draftsman with the Department of Agriculture, soon moving to a similar position 
with the Department of Public Works, where he worked alongside his former employer, John 
Beebe. It was considered something of an achievement that Trewern had completed his 
qualifications as an architect by the age of only twenty-one. In October 1916 he was elected 
as an associate of the Queensland Institute of Architects. 
 
Of his work for the government during this period, the only evidence which has been located 
is a perspective drawing of the old convict barracks in Queen Street. Trewern prepared this as 
an illustration for a book by Charles A. Bernays, Queensland Politics during Sixty Years, 
1859-1919, published by the Queensland Government Printer in 1919. 
                                                 
4 Punch (Melbourne), 25 January 1917, p.6. 
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Drawing of the old Convict Barracks, Queen Street, Brisbane   
(E.P. Trewern, about 1918) 
 
Trewern remained in this temporary position until the end of 1919. During this period he 
lived in rented accommodation, first in a flat in North Quay, and later at Villiers Street, New 
Farm. Meanwhile his mother and youngest brother remained in Bendigo, while his other 
brother was working as an accountant in Melbourne. At the very end of 1919, both Trewern 
and Beebe were finally appointed to permanent positions as architectural draftsmen with the 
Department of Public Works, and Trewern was now in a position of sufficient security to 
bring his scattered family together in Brisbane. 
 
Curiously, it was at this point that Trewern took a bold step into the unknown. During the 
preceding three years in Brisbane, he had apparently come to the decision that he could do 
better if he were working independently. Perhaps he was frustrated by the public service 
bureaucracy, or perhaps he was anxious to improve his financial situation. Whatever the 
reason, in February 1920 he resigned his coveted permanent position with the government, 
almost immediately after having obtained it, and set up in private practice. 
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Watercolour by Eric Trewern, 1919 
From the collection of Bill Trewern 
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4: Establishing a Practice, 1920-1929 
 
 
The years immediately following the First World War were politically turbulent in 
Queensland, and the problem of absorbing returned servicemen into the workforce was a 
drain on the state's struggling economy. Although conditions would improve significantly as 
the 1920s progressed, the outlook was unpromising when Eric Trewern launched his 
architectural practice in February 1920. However he had clearly laid his plans carefully, and 
when he opened his office in New Zealand Chambers, at 334 Queen Street, he immediately 
began calling tenders for timber houses at Nundah, Auchenflower and Eagle Junction. At 
least six more houses were tendered for during 1920, making a modest start for a young 
architect who was still little known in Brisbane. 
 
His brother William Leonard (Len) soon joined him in Brisbane, and opened the accounting 
firm of Trewern, Spry & Co. around the middle of 1920, with offices in the same building as 
his brother. Their mother and youngest brother left Bendigo, and by early 1921 the whole 
family were reassembled in a new home at Carlton Terrace, Manly. They remained here for 
about three years, and Trewern made contacts within the local community which proved 
useful to him professionally; he was, for example, a foundation member of the Wynnum Golf 
Club. 
 
Trewern published only a handful of tender notices in 1921, but in 1922 he made a major 
breakthrough, with the erection of two substantial brick houses at Hamilton and Ascot, in the 
new California Bungalow style. Brick houses were something of a novelty in Brisbane, but 
having trained in Victoria, Trewern was probably more aware of the possibilities of brick 
construction than his native-born Queensland colleagues. By the following year, he was 
advocating the advantages of brick houses in the local press, arguing that "in the long run 
brick is the cheapest" and that the brick houses which he was designing were "cooler in 
summer, and warmer in winter than timber dwellings."5  
 
Trewern realised from the start that the press could offer him valuable free publicity, and he 
assiduously distributed photographs and plans suitable for reproduction. In 1922 he exhibited 
some of his work at the first exhibition organised by the Queensland Institute of Architects, 
submitting a design for a church at Mildura (probably a competition entry from his Bendigo 
days), a study of Renaissance ornament, and photos and a drawing of some of his Brisbane 
houses. The award of the fellowship of the Queensland Institute of Architects in 1923 
indicates how rapidly he had established himself in local professional circles.  
 
By the beginning of 1923 the Queensland economy was in upswing and Trewern had plans in 
hand for projects to a total value of £31,500.6 By July of that year he was able to advertise for 
a junior architectural draughtsman to assist him. He was now diversifying into commercial 
                                                 
5 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 26 June 1923, p.4. 
6 Queenslander, 13 January 1923, p.14. 
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work, with several shop developments in Ann Street, Fortitude Valley. There were more fine 
California Bungalows, at Clayfield and Hawthorne, the latter demonstrating that "the 
Californian bungalow style suits a weatherboard construction as well as brick."7  
 
1923 also saw the erection of a modest California Bungalow for the Trewern family at 170 
Chatsworth Road, Coorparoo (on the corner of Smeaton Street). This became the new family 
home, and it would remain the centre of gravity for the family as they expanded over the 
following decades. The outward spread of Brisbane's suburbs was at that time lapping at the 
edges of Coorparoo and Greenslopes, and Trewern was able to develop local contacts which 
would bring many commissions in this part of Brisbane in years to come. 
 
 
Mon Abri, the Trewern family home, 170 Chatsworth Road, Coorparoo  (1923) 
 
During his training in Bendigo, Trewern had no opportunity of working on the design of tall 
buildings, but during his period with the State Works Department in Brisbane it is possible 
that he had some involvement with the large government office block which was then being 
erected on the corner of George and Elizabeth Streets. Apart from the latter project, it is 
difficult to see what would have qualified the young architect for the commission to design 
the six-storey Queensland Country Press Building on the corner of Edward and Elizabeth 
Streets (1924-25, demolished). This project opened the way for commissions for other large 
office buildings in the following years, namely Heindorff House in Queen Street (1927-29, 
demolished) and Inchcolm on Wickham Terrace (1929-30).  
 
Fire is the architect's friend, and a major conflagration which swept through the main street of 
the town of Nambour on the 5th January 1924 brought several projects to Eric Trewern. It 
appears that he was already engaged there on extensions to the shire hall for the local council, 
and following the fire he was asked to advise on the rebuilding of the affected businesses. He 
                                                 
7 Building (Sydney), 12 April 1926, p.52. 
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advocated the use of brick, or some other fire-resisting material, and urged for some unity in 
the design of the new buildings, pointing out that a co-ordinated approach to reconstruction 
would reduce costs, especially if party-walls were shared. The local newspaper proudly 
described this as "the first move towards planning Nambour."8 
 
The construction of flats in inner suburbs became an important aspect of building activiy in 
Brisbane in the 1920s. This was another area of residential architecture in which Trewern 
began to involve himself, with projects such as the Garden Flats in George Street (1925, 
demolished) and some conversions of older houses into flats. 
 
Eric Trewern and his brother Len both moved their offices to the new Country Press 
Chambers in 1925. In 1926 they established a company called Brick Home Builders Ltd, 
apparently to fund the speculative construction of brick houses. The venture does not seem to 
have been a great success, and only two houses erected by the company have been located. 
Trewern remained a keen supporter of the brick house, and he won several prizes in a design 
competition organised in 1925 by a company called Brick Distributors Ltd. 
 
The Trewerns were a very close family. The youngest brother, Alexander Ira (Alec), 
completed his education, with some distinction, at the Church of England Grammar School at 
East Brisbane, and in 1926 joined his brother as an articled pupil. He studied part-time at the 
Central Technical College and was awarded the Diploma of Architecture in 1931. He 
remained working with his brother until the latter's death. 
 
Of the functional industrial buildings (workshops, warehouses, etc.) which Trewern designed 
during this period, little record survives. The two-storey building for Exide Batteries in 
Adelaide Street (1927-28, demolished) must have been one of the more attractive of these 
projects. Larger, and certainly less attractive, was the extensive complex on the river at South 
Brisbane for his future father-in-law, an asphalting contractor. 
 
The year 1927 marked a turning point in Trewern's domestic architecture. Until then his 
houses had generally conformed to the California Bungalow style, but in that year he 
introduced two new styles to Brisbane, both of which would be very influential in the years 
up until the Second World War. Casa Anna, at Hamilton, was Brisbane's first significant 
Spanish Mission house, and Lynford, also at Hamilton, was the first fully realised example of 
the Old English (or Tudor Revival) style to be erected in Brisbane. Trewern was what we 
would now call "an early adopter." Although architectural taste in Brisbane was generally 
very conservative, there were always wealthy clients who wanted to make a statement with a 
striking house in the latest style, copied from interstate or overseas, and such clients gave 
new scope to an enterprising architect like Eric Trewern.  
 
                                                 
8 Nambour Chronicle, 18 January 1924, p.8. 
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The Wall Street stock market crash of October 1929 soon brought Brisbane's building boom 
to an end. The rather grand cinema which Trewern was then designing in a Spanish idiom for 
Kedron was one of the many victims of the new period of austerity. 
 
It is remarkable that a busy architect like Eric Trewern found time to devote to professional 
matters, but he made a significant contribution to the architectural profession in Queensland 
during these years. He became a member of the council of the Queensland Institute of 
Architects in 1923, and would continue in that role for over a decade. In 1929 he was elected 
vice-president of the Institute. In that same year he became a foundation member of the 
Board of Architects of Queensland, a body which had been set up by the state government to 
administer the new legislation regulating the architectural profession in the state. Trewern 
was elected to the board as one of two representatives of practising architects in Queensland, 
an indication of the esteem in which he was held by his peers. 
 
 
The inaugural Board of Architects of Queensland, 1929 
Eric Trewern is standing, at the far right 
 
Trewern had joined the Queensland Art Society after his arrival in Brisbane, and in 1922 
contributed "a well-executed group of bush and tree studies"9 to its annual exhibition. In 1923 
he became a member of the society's council, but it appears that his expanding professional 
activities left him little leisure for artistic pursuits. 
 
Some of Trewern's projects from this period will now be examined in more detail. 
 
                                                 
9 Queenslander, 3 June 1922, p.11 
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Houses 
 
California Bungalow 
 
In 1922 a Brisbane journalist deplored the achievements of the local architectural profession 
in designing homes for the city: 
 
We ought to be working towards a more adequate, a more beautiful, a more homely home for 
the women and children in the suburbs of Brisbane than we have so far managed to attain. 
When some of us contrast the bungalow even at Clayfield or Ascot with the bungalow type at 
Mosman, we must remember that for 20 years and more wealthy men in Sydney have been 
building the Californian bungalow on the hillsides above the harbour, and with the help of 
their architects they have settled upon a kind of house not too dear for average men to own 
and equally pleasant to live in and look upon.10 
 
 
In the early 1920s there was clearly an impetus for change in domestic architecture in 
Brisbane, and Eric Trewern shrewdly harnessed it to launch his career. Thirty years later, 
J.V.D. Coutts, editor of the Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, recalled that 
Trewern 
 
commenced practice at a time when great changes were taking place in our domestic design, 
1920. He revolutionized this type by substituting brick piers and 'fibro' gables of ornate 
design. It must flatter him that one could so easily distinguish his work.11 
 
 
Trewern did not introduce the California Bungalow to Brisbane, but he certainly did much to 
popularise it. It was a style which had emerged in California in the decade before the First 
World War, producing low, sprawling houses open to the elements, made with "natural" 
materials, such as timber and river stones. When it migrated to Australia shortly afterwards, it 
was usually built in brick, but still with prominent timber elements. When it finally reached 
Queensland, it sometimes mutated into an all-timber variant, which was in many ways a 
natural development of the timber Arts-and-Crafts bungalows of the Federation period. 
 
Pictorial evidence has been located for almost thirty houses in the California Bungalow style 
designed by Trewern during this period (see the appendix), and there were certainly many 
more. Three of these will now be examined. 
 
The first identified California Bungalow by Trewern was designed in 1919, while he was still 
planning his exit from the Queensland Public Works Department. The client was Alfred 
Ernest Gibson, a senior state public servant in the Agriculture Department, and it was to be 
                                                 
10 Telegraph (Brisbane), 22 November 1922, second edition, p.6. 
11 J.V.D. Coutts, "Early Queensland Architects" (1952), typescript in University of Queensland Fryer Library, 
F2001, p.15. 
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erected on an elevated corner site at Manly, overlooking Moreton Bay. With this early essay, 
Trewern stayed very close to his sources, using weatherboards for the external walls and 
veranda balustrade, and rubble masonry to create the hallmark feature of the style, namely the 
tapering piers which support the veranda roof. Those piers are topped with slabs which carry 
the grouped posts which span the final gap between the piers and the veranda roof. Although 
the use of rubble for the piers is characteristic of the style, Trewern rarely employed this 
feature again. 
 
The low-pitched roof and the gables to each street elevation are also typical of the style. In 
both gables the purlins are extended in the form of brackets, a motif which Trewern would 
develop in later houses. The quite elaborate shingling of the bay window which lights the 
living room is faithful to the American model, but it was another feature which Trewern 
showed little inclination to repeat in later work. This shingling is also found above the 
window beneath the other gable, and in the main roof gable above that. The L-shaped 
veranda is unusually large for this style, and perhaps represents a concession to traditional 
Queensland notions. The house was low-set on wooden stumps, and the gap between floor 
and ground was filled with horizontal battens. The entrance door is fairly simple, with 
unusual mullioned sidelights and toplights. Internally, the main rooms are panelled to plate-
rail level, and the lounge has a brick fireplace. The ceilings are sheeted simply, with cover 
strips. The windows are casements and internally there are toplights above the doors. 
 
 
Gibson house, 46 Manly Road, Manly West  (1919) 
 
Eric Trewern was a quick learner. The house which was erected in Kitchener Road, Ascot in 
1922 for Arthur H. Perry, managing director of a large hardware retailing business, is a more 
assured composition, and profited from a more generous budget. It is typical of Trewern's 
best work in the California Bungalow idiom, and he contributed a photograph of it to the first 
exhibition of the Queensland Institute of Architects in November 1922. 
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The house is low-set, with external walls of cavity brick. It is constructed on brick piers, with 
concrete beams to support the floorboards. This created a space below floor-level for 
maintenance access, and the gap in the walls between floor and ground (between the piers) 
was screened by latticed battens. The brick was roughcast with stucco, to create a rustic 
effect. The timberwork of the grouped posts on the piers, the bargeboards to the gables, the 
protruding purlins, the cover strips on the gables, and the shingled apron of the bay window 
was stained in a dark brown. The roof is tiled, with a low pitch and wide eaves. 
 
By the 1920s Brisbane architects had realised that the traditional wrap-around veranda was 
wasteful of space and made the interior of the house unnecessarily dark. Trewern's houses 
were generally designed with smaller, but strategically located, outside areas. In the case of 
the Perry house, there were solid masonry stairs leading up to an L-shaped piazza at the front, 
which gave access both to a formal entry lobby and directly to the living room. The piazza 
had a half-pier in the centre at the front, a feature which Trewern used repeatedly. On the 
northern side of the house was a long sleeping porch, with enclosed balustrades, to which 
both bedrooms had access.  
 
There was no separate dining room, but the living room flowed into a generous dining alcove, 
with a brick fireplace. At the back of the house were the bathroom, kitchen and maid's room. 
Even wealthy people like the Perrys could no longer afford to keep a retinue of servants, and 
most of the more expensive houses of the 1920s were designed to be managed by a housewife 
with just one helper. The laundry adjoined the kitchen at the rear. As late as 1937 a Brisbane 
newspaper said of this house that it "typifies the ideal Queensland home."12 
 
 
Perry house, 14 Kitchener Road, Ascot  (1922) 
 
                                                 
12 Telegraph (Brisbane), 31 August 1937, city final edition, p.21. 
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In 1917 James Hardie & Co. began to market Fibrolite building sheets, which were 
manufactured from an asbestos-cement mixture and touted as being durable and fireproof. 
(They were also carcinogenic, because of the asbestos fibres which they contained, but it 
would be decades before this grim truth came to light.) In 1928 the company commissioned 
Eric Trewern to design a demonstration bungalow, made of Fibrolite and costing less than 
£800, which would be displayed at the Brisbane Exhibition Grounds in August of that year. 
One informed visitor described it as "one of the finest attractions of the whole Show."13 
 
This bungalow could best be described as a superior worker's dwelling, and it is interesting to 
see how Trewern adapted to the limited budget. The house was cleverly designed to create 
the illusion of masonry construction. The foundations were of brick, and the fibro walls were 
stuccoed in roughcast and painted an ivory white. The stuccoed gable had bargeboards, cover 
strips and protruding purlins in brown wood, and the bay window at the side, and the piazza 
balustrades at the front, were shingled in green fibro. The roof was clad in fibro shingles in a 
mottled bronze russet colour.  
 
A solid brick stair rose to a small entrance porch, and the only other outside space was a 
substantial piazza at the front, opening off the living room. There were two bedrooms, but no 
sleep-out, so the piazza was presumably to be used for sleeping on hot nights. The living 
room was separated by sliding doors from the dining room, creating quite a roomy living 
area, and all the more so with the piazza on the other side of the living room. The dining 
room gave access to the kitchen at the rear. Internal corridors were largely eliminated, with 
only a small entry lobby and a short passage connecting the public rooms with the bedrooms 
and bathroom. Internally the house was, of course, lined and ceiled in fibro. In the living 
room, the walls were papered to plate-rail height and the ceiling was decorated with mock 
beams. In the other rooms there were just cover strips over the joins in the fibro sheeting. 
 
 
Demonstration bungalow in Fibrolite for James Hardie & Co.  (1928, demolished) 
                                                 
13 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 September 1928, supplement p.6. 
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Spanish Mission 
 
The eighteenth-century architecture of the Spanish missions of Latin America, which was at 
least partly influenced by the Spanish Baroque architecture of the time, underwent a 
significant revival in the United States in the late nineteenth century. By the 1920s it had 
become associated with the glamorous world of Hollywood, and it quickly became 
fashionable in Australia, especially in the warmer areas, because it was seen as essentially a 
style of bright colour-effects. The Brisbane architects Hall and Prentice had used the style for 
the Catholic church of Our Lady of Victories at Bowen Hills (1924-25), but Eric Trewern is 
normally credited with having pioneered the use of it in Brisbane's domestic architecture, 
with the house Casa Anna for Dr E.F. Powers, erected at Hamilton in 1927-28. 
 
Reporting on Trewern's new project, the Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland  
warned of the dangers of "pasteboard architecture and stage scenery effects,"14 and with good 
reason, as the many cheap-and-nasty examples of Spanish Mission architecture which survive 
in Brisbane's inner suburbs eloquently demonstrate. Such houses have given the style a bad 
name, but in the hands of an architect like Eric Trewern it could become a thing of interest 
and beauty. As Maisy Stapleton has remarked,  
 
Too easily dismissed as a mere decorative appliqué, the Spanish Mission idiom brought a new 
interest in sunlight and shade, climate and colour.15 
 
The Powers house, erected on a hillside above the river, so impressed many observers that 
Trewern was soon designing Spanish Mission houses on an industrial scale. At least six of 
them were erected in 1929. We shall look at two of these houses, starting with the most 
expensive one.  
 
Mrs Sarah Balls was a wealthy widow and businesswoman, and Trewern designed a house 
which was built for her on a corner site in New Farm in 1929 and named Santa Barbara. It is 
low and sprawling, although a small attic room was provided, perhaps as a billiard room. The 
brick external walls are smoothly stuccoed in shades of buff, with little ornament apart from 
some paterae containing trefoils. The casement windows and fascia boards are picked out in a 
bright blue, typical of the striking colour-effects sometimes used in conjunction with the 
Spanish Mission style.  
 
Bay windows with lead-light casements (to bring as much light and air as possible into the 
interior) are the norm in this house, but by the front door there is a narrow window with a 
wrought-iron grille, as a concession to the Spanish Mission archetype, a style which was 
defensive, heat-excluding and inward-looking. Like most Australian architects, Trewern 
made no attempt to replicate the enclosed central patio of the Spanish house. Instead, the 
Balls house has a piazza on the Sydney Street side, with barley-sugar columns supporting 
                                                 
14 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 11 July 1927, p.32. 
15 Maisy Stapleton, "Between the Wars," in Robert Irving (ed.), The History & Design of the Australian House 
(Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1985), p.122. 
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semi-circular arches, and wrought-iron balustrades between the columns. The other outdoor 
living areas are a small unroofed patio, paved in tile, on the Moray Street side (onto which 
the bedrooms open), and a patio at the rear, designed as a fernery. A loggia at the rear 
connects with the garage. 
 
The roof is clad in Cordova tiles, in shades of red, manufactured locally by Wunderlich 
Limited. For the most part they fold over onto the tops of the walls, with no eaves. The squat, 
bell-shaped chimney with a single terracotta pot is a very artisanal feature. The heavy oak 
entrance door, with iron fittings, is deeply recessed under a moulded arch, with a stepped 
parapet above. As Trewern himself later explained, a deeply recessed door was a deliberate 
reminder of the thick adobe walls of the Spanish American original, "besides providing a 
certain protection to the door itself."16 
 
Internally, the Spanish motif was largely abandoned, except for the almost baronial fireplace. 
The ceiling of the entrance hall is vaulted, and the lounge and dining room have deeply 
coffered ceilings and their walls were panelled in plaster. The internal timber doors were 
panelled in a geometric design. The lounge opens onto the piazza, paved in handmade tiles of 
various hues. Needless to say, the tiled bathroom contained the very latest in luxury fittings. 
 
 
Santa Barbara, for Mrs Sarah Balls, 209 Moray Street, New Farm  (1929-30) 
 
The Balls house had a contract price of £4,000. By contrast, the house at Greenslopes which 
Trewern designed for his brother Len cost only £1,600 to erect. It provides us with a good 
example of Trewern working in the Spanish Mission style, but on a more modest scale. 
 
Externally it was of stuccoed brick, but here the stucco was applied more roughly, to create a 
rustic effect. The front and side gables are concealed behind parapets, each decorated with a 
patera of a simple circular pattern, a motif which Trewern and other architects frequently 
used (and overused) in their Spanish Mission designs. The house is roofed in Marseilles tiles 
in shades of red and tan, and the more expensive Cordova tiles are used only on the bay 
                                                 
16 Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 February 1933, first edition, p.6. 
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window at the front. The flagged entrance terrace leads to a solid oak door, which is recessed 
below a simple parapet. The spouting, downpipes and windows were originally painted blue. 
 
 
Casa Contenta, for W.L. Trewern, 33 Henzell Terrace, Greenslopes  (1929-30) 
 
The house is built on a narrow allotment on the side of a hill. The bedrooms and bathroom 
are on the western (upper) side, and the main bedroom (at the front) has a large bay window. 
The second bedroom (behind it) protrudes a little, permitting the insertion of windows on two 
sides. The only outside living area was a piazza (now enclosed) on the eastern (lower) side, 
with large, arched openings to make the most of the view and catch the bay breezes. Both the 
lounge and the dining room open onto this piazza. The lounge has beamed ceilings, no 
fireplace, and opens through sliding doors (glazed in a geometric pattern) into the dining 
room. The kitchen is behind the dining room. There is very little wasted space in the plan: a 
small entrance lobby connects the front door with the lounge, and a small central passage 
connects the lounge with the bathroom and bedrooms. 
 
In 1931 a garage was added discreetly at the rear, at the end of the driveway along the eastern 
side of the house. In recent years a large carport has been erected at the front of the allotment. 
It obstructs the view of the house and can hardly be regarded as an improvement. 
 
Old English 
 
Eric Trewern was a remarkably versatile architect. At the time when he was pioneering the 
Spanish Mission style in Brisbane, he was also introducing another revivalist style, which is 
now generally referred to as Old English, or Tudor Revival. While the popularity of the 
Spanish Mission style derived from Hollywood, the Old English  style appealed to an 
affection for, and loyalty to, the English heritage of much of the white Australian population. 
However while it could be argued that the Spanish Mission style, as the product of a hot 
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climate, was appropriate for Queensland conditions, the same could not be said for the Old 
English style, with its high and steeply pitched roofs (to prevent the accumulation of snow), 
its multiple chimneys, and its complete absence of outdoor living areas. In Brisbane the style 
seemed an anomaly, and it required some skill on the part of the architect to adapt it to local 
conditions. Not surprisingly, it never enjoyed the popularity of the Spanish Mission style, and 
it was not embraced as rapidly. In the period under review, only three Trewern houses in the 
Old English style have been identified. One of them will now be examined. 
 
Lynford, the house with which Trewern introduced the Old English style to Brisbane, was 
erected in 1927-28 at Hamilton for James W. Clifford Isles, director of the auctioneering firm 
of Isles, Love and Co. He was a man of considerable means, and the contract price of £4,200 
exceeded even that of Santa Barbara. With this budget, Trewern was able to design a building 
which exemplified all the fine craftsmanship which is one of the abiding charms of Brisbane's 
Old English houses.  
 
A multiplicity of building materials makes the exterior particularly interesting. The ground 
floor is mostly in face brick or quarry-faced porphyry. The upper floor is a competent 
imitation of traditional English half-timbered construction, with dark adzed beams standing 
out against the pale stuccoed walls. A large double chimney dominates the front elevation, 
with a prominent (and no doubt purely decorative) S-shaped tie-bar set into it. The roof of red  
Marseilles tiles is steeply pitched, with numerous gables, these being half-timbered, or 
weatherboarded, or simply stuccoed. There is an oriel window at the side, and one of the 
upper rooms at the front is jettied out above the ground floor. All of this makes for a complex 
and varied composition. 
 
 
Lynford, for J.W. Clifford Isles, 132 Windermere Road, Hamilton  (1927-28) 
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The solid oak door opens onto a stair-hall panelled in oak, with a wide oak staircase 
incorporating twisted newel posts. The lounge which opens off this has at one end a large 
brick fireplace, with a freestone surround rising to a Tudor arch. The walls have a panelled 
wainscot and the ceiling is heavily beamed. One side of the lounge opens into an enclosed 
sun-porch, with windows on all three sides, overlooking the garden. At the rear, the lounge 
opens onto a stone-paved piazza and so gives direct access to the garden. The lounge also 
connects via sliding glass doors to the dining room, which is panelled to the level of the plate-
rail, and lit by a large window with deep reveals. On the upper floor are the bedrooms and 
bathroom and a large sleeping porch, with views to Moreton Bay. 
 
Flats 
 
As flat living became more popular in Brisbane during the 1920s, many architects (Trewern 
among them) became involved in converting large old timber houses into flats.  
 
The erection of new flats was a more satisfying architectural exercise, and it appears that 
Trewern's first significant work in this genre was the upper floor of Shannon's Buildings, a 
row of shops erected in Ann Street, Fortitude Valley, in 1923 (see below). He inserted four 
flats into this space, each with a living room, a kitchenette off the living room, two bedrooms, 
a bathroom and a toilet. In the original plan, all three principal rooms opened onto a centrally 
placed balconette, but this feature was omitted during construction. 
 
The Garden Flats were a project for Paul Korboot, proprietor of a garage and taxi service. 
Korboot owned a one-storey brick service station in George Street, near the corner of 
Margaret Street, and in 1924 he commissioned Trewern to add two further storeys, to be let 
as flats. These were apparently far from luxurious: advertisements suggest that the kitchen 
and other conveniences were shared.  
 
Office Buildings 
 
During his lifetime, Trewern's best known work was a building which, by the standards of the 
period, was almost a skyscraper. This was the six-storey office block for the Queensland 
Country Press Co-operative, erected on the corner of Edward and Elizabeth Streets in 1924-
25, and now demolished. The co-operative already had a four-storey building on this site, and 
the original intention was to incorporate part of that structure into the new building.  
 
This was an era in which large banks and insurance companies were starting to plan 
impressive new buildings for their Brisbane headquarters, but Trewern's client was not in 
quite that league, so the budget was only a modest one. Nonetheless, the design was 
attractive, in a style which we now call Chicagoesque, a utilitarian composition of 
pronounced horizontals and verticals, with large areas of window, and an emphatic cornice, 
or, as a Sydney magazine said of this building, "compiled on the book-case principle, with 
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tier over tier."17 The verticals were provided by face-brick piers, and the horizontals by rows 
of windows, separated by spandrels rendered and simply ornamented. The capitals of the 
piers had a diamond ornament, picked out in coloured bricks and dark green tiles. Above 
these was a wide cement string course, carrying the name of the owner. At the top was a 
heavy, bracketed cornice. Peeping above it was a roof garden café, which was added as an 
afterthought and did not prove to be a financial success. 
 
At street level, a suspended awning shielded the tiled shop-fronts on Edward and Elizabeth 
Streets. The entrance to the upper floors was from a vestibule on the left-hand side of the 
Edward Street elevation. It was paved in mosaic tiles and the walls were clad in glazed tiles. 
A single elevator served the upper floors, and there was a goods lift at the rear. The offices on 
the upper floors were all lit by the large windows on the street-frontages. A large yard in the 
rear corner of the allotment, required by the client for deliveries, made for a design which 
was very wasteful of space. Structural steel and reinforced concrete were used in the 
construction, but this building was just a little too early to be erected on a steel frame, a 
technique which would soon become the norm for tall buildings.  
 
 
Queensland Country Press Building, 177 Edward Street, Brisbane 
(1924-25, demolished) 
                                                 
17 Building (Sydney), 12 September 1925, p.155. 
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Steel-frame construction was employed in Trewern's next office building, another six-storey 
structure, this time in Queen Street, in the very centre of Brisbane's commercial district. 
Heindorff's Ltd was an old established Brisbane firm, retailing jewellery, musical 
instruments, gramophones, and recorded music. They decided to demolish their existing 
premises, along with an adjoining building, and erect a large office building with shops on 
the ground floor.  
 
With a contract price of £50,000, the job gave Trewern's artistic imagination considerable 
scope. He adopted a style which we now call Commercial Palazzo, reflecting its debt to the 
Italian Renaissance. Trachyte was used to embellish the entrance and shop-fronts, underneath 
a suspended awning. Above this, the first floor was lavishly treated in imitation rustication 
executed in cement, with a large central window and two smaller side windows, the latter 
opening onto balconettes. Four pilasters in face-brick spanned the remaining floors, their 
capitals decorated with cartouches, and the large windows between them had bronze 
mullions. A Classical entablature supported a cornice decorated with acroteria. The roof 
garden café was not visible from the street. 
 
 
Heindorff House, 171 Queen Street, Brisbane 
(1927-29, demolished) 
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The two shop-fronts were separated by a deep vestibule, with a marble mosaic floor, marbled 
walls and a vaulted plaster ceiling. Two high-speed electric lifts gave access to the offices on 
the upper floors, which were fitted out with silky oak joinery. The long, narrow light-areas on 
both sides of the building, plus the lane at the rear, provided illumination and ventilation. The 
central staircase was supplemented by external escape stairs at the rear. 
 
Above the central business district, on the airy heights of Wickham Terrace, was a precinct 
which had become popular with the medical profession in the nineteenth century. During the 
inter-war years it underwent considerable transformation, as the doctor's residence-cum-
surgery of yesteryear was replaced with new buildings offering suites of offices and surgeries 
to doctors who were now living in the leafy suburbs.  
 
One such development was Inchcolm, erected in 1929-30 for a consortium of medical men. 
Here Trewern drew upon the traditions of Georgian architecture to design a building which, 
in its disciplined symmetry, reflected both the dignity and the innate conservatism of the 
medical profession. It was originally of four storeys, with a basement. Externally, it is in 
face-brick, but at ground level the windows are treated in imitation rustication, executed in 
cement. The arched entrance supports a balustraded parapet, with a pedimented window 
above. The cornice is topped by another balustraded parapet. The lobby was originally 
panelled in silky oak to picture-rail height, beneath a panelled plaster ceiling. An incinerator 
and a lift capable of accommodating stretchers were among the facilities supplied for tenants. 
 
 
Inchcolm, 73 Wickham Terrace, Brisbane  (1929-30) 
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Shops 
 
In addition to the shops in the large office buildings examined above, Trewern designed a 
number of free-standing retail outlets during the 1920s. Sometimes these were as simple as a 
timber suburban corner-shop, with a dwelling behind, one of which survives on the corner of 
Leckie Road and Eighth Avenue at Kedron (1927).  
 
Of the larger projects, one of the best preserved is Shannon's Buildings, in Ann Street, 
Fortitude Valley (1923). This is a row of six brick shops, with four flats on an upper floor 
(see above). Some of the shop-fronts still have their original dark-red glazed tiles and leaded 
toplights. The parapet is simply but attractively decorated with brickwork in contrasting 
colours. 
 
 
Shannon's Buildings, 711-717 Ann Street, Fortitude Valley  (1923) 
 
Among the buildings which Trewern designed for the main street of Nambour, following the 
large fire of 1924, the one-storey row of eight brick shops on the corner of Currie and 
Howard Streets (1924) survives, but has been much altered. The same is true of another 
building nearby at 73-77 Currie Street (1924). 
 
In the Brisbane suburbs, the one-storey row of brick shops for the chemist David Young 
(1927), on the corner of Cavendish and Old Cleveland Roads at Coorparoo Junction, is quite 
well preserved. However Trewern's most impressive retail project from this period is 
unquestionably the two-storey block erected in 1928, on the corner of Boundary and Vulture 
Streets at West End, for the grocer Herbert Birchley. The fine brickwork of the upper floor is 
broken up by two rendered bays, which have moulded window-surrounds and scrolled 
decoration to the parapet. Cement dressings are also employed in the imitation quoins, the 
window sills, and the capping of the parapet. Some of the original tiling and leadlighting of 
the shop-fronts survives. 
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Shops for Herbert V. Birchley, 201 Boundary Street, West End  (1928) 
 
Industrial 
 
Trewern's industrial buildings were plain and utilitarian and offered little scope for artistic 
treatment. They were never intended as enduring architectural monuments, and few of them 
are still standing. The two-storey brick warehouse built in 1924 for Reuben Shannon at 5 
Winn Street, Fortitude Valley, is a rare survival. 
 
Trewern's largest industrial project from this period was probably the three-storey brick 
workshop and bulk store for the piano manufacturers and retailers, W.H. Paling & Co., at 146 
William Street (1925, demolished). He also designed some buildings for his future father-in-
law, Edwin (Ted) Bowser, an asphalting contractor, who had an extensive industrial complex 
at Nott Street, South Brisbane, which included wharves on the riverbank. 
 
 
Exide Battery Service, 381 Adelaide Street, Brisbane 
(1927-28, demolished) 
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The two-storey building for Exide Battery Service Ltd at 381 Adelaide Street (1927-28, 
demolished) was more attractive than the average industrial building, as demanded by its 
location in the central business district. It consisted of a drive-through workshop on the 
ground floor and offices on the upper floor. 
 
Other Buildings 
 
Of Trewern's other buildings from the 1920s, it is worth mentioning two timber structures at 
Wynnum which show him working in a vernacular Queensland idiom. These were the two-
storey grandstand for Wynnum Memorial Park (1922, destroyed by fire) and a two-storey 
clubhouse for the new Wynnum Golf Club (1924-25, significantly extended).  
 
Still in recreational mode, Trewern was one of many architects who benefited from the surge 
in cinema construction during the interwar years. He began modestly with a frontage for what 
was apparently an open-air cinema at suburban Morningside (1921, demolished). Then in 
1929 he designed quite a large cinema for a corner site at Kedron, using Spanish Mission 
elements in the exterior decoration. It included a palm court and café, and the contract price 
for the job was a substantial £9,000. The air-conditioning of cinemas was still a rare luxury at 
that time, and Trewern's design instead relied upon cross-ventilation from large latticed side 
windows, supplemented by a roof with extractor fans and a louvred ventilation ridge. 
Existing cinema owners in the area fiercely opposed the project, but it was probably the onset 
of the Great Depression which sealed its fate. 
 
 
Proposed Capitol (later Lyric) Cinema, Gympie Road & Suez Street, Kedron 
(designed 1929, not built) 
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5: Economic Depression, Recovery & War, 1930-1945 
 
 
The impact of the Great Depression upon the building industry in Brisbane was at its most 
severe during 1930 and 1931. A slow recovery became discernible in 1932, and by 1934 
there was a sense that things were returning to normal. Like all architects, Eric Trewern 
struggled to find work during the most severe phase of the downturn, but he was assisted by 
his reputation as perhaps the leading house-designer in Brisbane. In 1932, when Trewern was 
elected as national vice-president of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects, Brisbane 
architect J.V.D. Coutts told a local newspaper that the new vice-president had "almost 
revolutionised the domestic architecture of Brisbane."18 
 
In 1930 Trewern expressed his confidence in his own work by moving his office to the 
recently completed Heindorff House at 171 Queen Street, and his brother Len did likewise 
with his accountancy practice. Eric Trewern would remain at this address until his death. In 
1931 his younger brother, Alec, obtained his diploma of architecture from the Brisbane 
Central Technical College and became a fully fledged member of the firm. Relations between 
the two brothers were often strained, but nonetheless the partnership survived. Eric Trewern 
was a retiring man, and seems to have had no desire to expand his practice by taking on 
further partners. The practice thus remained a small one, with just the two brothers and one or 
two draughtsmen or pupils. 
 
As we have seen, Eric Trewern knew how to use the media to promote his practice, and he 
took this further during the years 1933 and 1934 by regularly contributing articles to the local 
press on topics such as "Windows Are Key to Character," "The Decorative and Social Value 
of the Fireplace" and "The Art of Furniture Arrangement." In 1935 he became involved in a 
business venture to develop Lake Cootharaba (near Noosa Heads) as a holiday resort, but 
nothing came of the scheme. 
 
During this period of his career, Trewern focused very heavily on residential work, and the 
bulk of his output was in the form of houses and flats. There were a number of industrial 
projects, notably for the furniture manufacturer Carricks, but there were none of the large 
office buildings of his early years. Following the death of the Brisbane architect Lange 
Powell in 1938, Trewern apparently inherited Powell's position as preferred architect of the 
Commercial Bank of Australia, and this would lead to various commissions in the following 
years. 
 
During the 1920s Trewern was considered to be an innovator—an architect not afraid to 
experiment with new styles. However in the 1930s much more radical changes in 
architectural design began to filter through to Australia, such as the showy, playful art deco 
movement, or the severely utilitarian functionalist style. These were trends which clearly had 
                                                 
18 Brisbane Courier, 30 November 1932, p.14. 
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little appeal for Eric Trewern, but it would be wrong to say that they had no influence upon 
his work.  
 
There is clearly an evolution in Trewern's domestic architecture during the 1930s. In the 
previous decade, his designs follow fairly closely their original models, whether California 
Bungalow, Spanish Mission or Old English. However in the 1930s he seems to have felt 
more at liberty to experiment with new forms, although still based on traditional elements. 
His discovery of the aesthetic potential of face brick is one of the most interesting 
developments in his domestic work during this period. More generally, there is now a crisper, 
simpler look to many of his designs. In his industrial work, he clearly saw a role for the 
restrained, sleek lines of functionalism, as evidenced by the Maxam Cheese factory (1941, 
demolished), but even in his domestic work the horizontal lines of modernism sometimes 
make themselves felt, as in the McLean house (1939) at Tarragindi or the Oxley Court flats 
(1938-39, demolished) at North Quay. 
 
 
Eric Trewern, about 1941 
 
Trewern continued to make significant contributions to the architectural profession during the 
early 1930s. He was joint vice-president of the Queensland Institute of Architects from 1930 
to 1931, president during the following three years, and a councillor for a further two years. 
From 1931 to 1934, as president of the Institute, he was ex officio a member of the 
Queensland Board of Architects and a councillor of the Royal Australian Institute of 
Architects. His contributions to the profession were acknowledged, firstly in 1930, with the 
award of the fellowship of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects, and more significantly 
in 1931, with the award of architecture's highest accolade, the fellowship of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects. 
 
31 
 
In 1932, during the difficult years of the Great Depression, Trewern, as president of the 
Queensland Institute of Architects, was responsible for setting up the Queensland Building 
Industry Congress. This was an umbrella organisation which worked to assist the floundering 
construction industry, mostly by finding funding for the smaller building and renovation 
projects which were still viable. It had only modest success, and became largely redundant as 
conditions began to improve in 1933, but it was nonetheless an important bridge-building 
exercise between the architectural and building professions. Prominent Brisbane builder 
George Stronach gave Trewern full credit for his hard work for the Building Industry 
Congress.19 
 
The 1930s were years of change for the close-knit Trewern family. Len Trewern married in 
May 1930, but remained nearby, in the house which his brother had designed for him at 
Henzell Terrace, Greenslopes. In November 1932 Eric Trewern married Doris Bowser in a 
"quiet and simple wedding"20 at the Albert Street Methodist Church. He moved just across 
the road, to the house which he had designed for his future bride at 183 Chatsworth Road.  
 
 
House for Eric and Doris Trewern, 183 Chatsworth Road, Coorparoo  (1931) 
 
With the death of Alice Trewern in August 1935, the original family house at 170 Chatsworth 
Road was rented, and Eric Trewern enlarged his new home to accommodate his youngest 
brother and his first and only child, William Albert, who was born in 1936. The earlier house 
became a family home again in July 1939 when Alec Trewern married. 
 
The outbreak of the Second World War, in September 1939, soon began to have an impact on 
the architectural profession. As building manpower and building materials were increasingly 
diverted to the war effort, work for architects in private practice began to dwindle. Trewern 
was fortunate in obtaining the commission for a large food processing plant at South Brisbane 
for Maxam Cheese Products (1941, demolished), which was intended to produce canned food 
                                                 
19 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 March 1933, p.6. 
20 Telegraph (Brisbane), 23 November 1932, city final edition, p.14. 
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for the military. There was a desperate shortage of housing in Brisbane throughout the war 
years, and Trewern designed various new flat developments, or conversions, during the early 
years of the war. However by 1942 his practice was reduced to little more than the design of 
air-raid shelters. In that year his brother Alec departed to work for the US Army, and Eric 
Trewern was left to deal with a small number of industrial or residential projects until the end 
of the war, in August 1945, heralded the beginning of the post-war reconstruction. 
 
 
Watercolour by Eric Trewern, 1944 
From the collection of Bill Trewern 
 
Some of Trewern's projects from this period will now be examined in more detail. 
 
Houses 
 
Eric Trewern seems to have tired fairly quickly of the derivative house styles which made his 
name during the 1920s. After designing numerous houses in the Spanish Mission style 
between 1927 and 1930, he then all but abandoned it, apart from a short revival in 1936, with 
the Russell house at Mackay Street, Windsor, and the O'Connor house at Valetta Street, 
Manly. 
 
Similarly, the Sutton house (1931) at Ascot Street, Ascot, was probably his last essay in the 
full-blown Old English style. However he developed a cut-down version of this style, best 
described as "English Cottage," of which his own house at Chatsworth Road, Coorparoo 
(1931, see illustration above), is a good example. 
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Eric Trewern (left) and William O'Connor in 1938 
Photographed at O'Connor's residence, Cloncrew, 12 Valetta Street, Manly (1936) 
 
One of Trewern's grandest designs was Greenway End (1932), at Whyenbah Street, 
Hamilton, for Dr John J. Power. It is a two-storey, stuccoed brick house in a style which is 
generally described as Georgian Revival. That classification is questionable, as the design 
does not exhibit the degree of symmetry which one expects in Georgian architecture, but 
there are certainly Georgian details in the classical entrance portico and the small-paned, 
double-hung sash windows, some of them with flat arches picked out in brick, and some with 
shutters. The general simplicity of the design is also reminiscent of Georgian architecture.  
 
 
Greenway End, for J.J. Power, 26 Whyenbah Street, Hamilton  (1932) 
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Internally, the lounge (with fireplace and bay window) opens onto a large piazza, which has 
columns rising to round arches (a Mediterranean detail not visible from the front of the 
building). A large entrance hall separates the lounge from the dining room and the study, the 
latter an almost apsidal structure adjacent to the front entrance. The three bedrooms are on the 
upper floor, two of them with access to the large sleeping veranda above the piazza. The 
servants' quarters and garage are in an attached wing. 
 
 
Lounge at Greenway End, with entrance hall and dining room beyond 
 
Greenway End is similar to other large, stuccoed brick houses which Trewern designed 
during the 1930s, such as the impressive general manager's residence (1937-38) for the 
Queensland National Bank at Windermere Road, Hamilton, and the opulent riverside 
residence (1938, demolished) for George Douglas at Coronation Drive, Toowong. 
 
 
General manager's residence for Queensland National Bank, 
115 Windermere Road, Hamilton  (1937-38) 
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There is much in Greenway End which shows us where Trewern's architecture was heading 
in the 1930s. It incorporates traditional elements into the design, without closely adhering to 
any historic style. There is a simplicity and sharpness in the design, which will become more 
accentuated as Trewern begins to experiment in the use of face brick. Hitherto, he had been 
strongly of the opinion that stucco created a more attractive finish than face brick, as well as 
providing an extra protective layer to the wall. He had not been unaware of the decorative 
qualities of face brick, and had used it to good effect in his large office buildings, but in his 
domestic work, face brick had been used only to highlight specific details. Although stucco 
remained his preferred option throughout the 1930s, he now began to produce some 
impressive designs in face brick. 
 
Trewern's first identified use of face brick in a domestic setting is the bungalow (1930) for 
the accountant Eric Summerson, in Cracknell Road, Annerley. This was followed by the 
bungalow (1933) for engineer Bert Gelling in Hamlet Street, also at Annerley. Trewern's first 
large house in face brick was probably the Crawford house (1935, demolished) at Gladstone 
Road, Dutton Park, which is almost contemporaneous with the smaller, but still beautifully 
preserved, Fletcher house (1935) at Jilba Street, Indooroopilly. Other large houses in face 
brick included the Noble house (1936-37) at Kitchener Road, Ascot, and the McMaster house 
(1936), with frontages to Kingsford Smith Drive and Mullens Street, Hamilton.  
 
The house (1937) at Kingsford Smith Drive, Hamilton (with rear access from Hillside 
Crescent), which Trewern designed for the clothing manufacturer, James Josephson, is a 
good surviving example of a large Trewern house in face brick. It is L-shaped and built over 
three levels on a steeply sloping site, with fine views across the Brisbane River. The lowest 
level houses the garage, and the main entrance is on the middle level, via a brick-paved porch 
set in the angle formed by the two wings. The porch is partially enclosed by walls of 
porphyry rubble, which was also used for the base course at the lowest level. The entrance 
hall gives access to the staff quarters, garage and laundry. 
 
The staircase rises to the top level, where the most prominent feature is the angle balcony 
(now enclosed) above the entrance porch. The original plan was to roof this balcony with a 
candle-snuffer roof, a feature which Trewern used elsewhere in the 1930s, but it was instead 
given a conventional hipped roof. The wing towards the river terminates in a piazza (now 
enclosed), and extends back through a lounge (with a large fireplace), then through sliding 
doors to a dining room, which is separated by a rear passage from the kitchen. The other wing 
contains the bedrooms. The main bedroom opens onto the angle balcony and also has a large 
bay window. Behind it are two further bedrooms, separated by the bathroom. Externally, the 
brickwork is variegated in colour and finely detailed in places, especially in the eastern gable, 
which has a brick parapet and brick diaper-work in a tympanum above the window to the 
second bedroom. The windows are casements, with leadlights in a geometric pattern. The 
roof is of Marseilles tiles. 
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Residence for James Josephson, 15 Hillside Crescent, Hamilton  (1937) 
 
If we turn our attention to Trewern's smaller brick houses from this period, we find (as noted 
above) several in the derivative English Cottage style. However the greater number of them 
reflect Trewern's move away from historicism and have a more contemporary flavour. He 
designed a cluster of such houses for Doughty Avenue at Holland Park, and we shall look at 
one of those in more detail.  
 
Alan S. Hulme was a chartered accountant and a prominent political figure. The house (1937-
38) which Trewern designed for him is in stuccoed brick, with substantial areas of face brick 
in the façade, reflecting Trewern's increasing use of this material. The roof is of Marseilles 
tiles, with a tall chimney in banded brickwork. The brick steps rise to a brick-paved porch, 
centrally placed. The piazza at the front (on the left) was originally open, with round arches 
dressed in face brick, and a wrought iron balustrade, but it has now been balustraded in brick 
and enclosed. Opening onto the piazza is the lounge, with a brick fireplace, and at the rear the 
lounge opens through sliding doors to the dining room, which is adjacent to the kitchen. 
 
To the right of the entrance is the main bedroom, with a large bay window to the front. This 
bedroom opened onto a sleep-out veranda on the far right of the frontage, which has since 
been enclosed. Behind this was a second bedroom, which also opened onto the sleep-out. The 
bathroom and maid's room were at the rear of the house. The garage and laundry formed a 
separate extension to the rear, connected to the house proper by a kitchen porch, a 
configuration which Trewern frequently used in his smaller houses.  
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Residence for Alan S. Hulme, 43 Doughty Avenue, Holland Park  (1937-38) 
 
Lounge at 43 Doughty Avenue 
 
There were also a small number of timber houses designed by Eric Trewern during this 
period. A fine example is the large bungalow (1940) which he designed for his neighbour, 
Mrs Clara Heaslop, at Cavendish Road, Coorparoo. With a brick base and chimney, and a 
roof of variegated green tiles, it owes very little to the vernacular Queensland timber style. It 
is located on the north-eastern side of a ridge, so the bedrooms and the large enclosed 
sleeping veranda are located at the rear, to benefit from the bay breezes. The kitchen, sewing 
room and maid's room are thus located at the front, on the right of the entrance hall. To the 
left of the entrance is the lounge, with fireplace and bay window. The lounge is connected by 
sliding doors to the dining room behind, and both lounge and dining room open onto an 
enclosed veranda. 
 
Lakkan, residence for Clara Heaslop, 362 Cavendish Road, Coorparoo  (1940) 
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It is known that Eric Trewern undertook many projects to extend, modernise or renovate 
existing houses. In most cases, no documentation of such projects survives, and even if the 
house is still standing, usually it has been subsequently renovated, making it impossible to 
identify Trewern's contribution with any accuracy. However the 1938 renovation that he 
undertook for Dr Reginald Quinn's house, on the corner of Lutwyche and Maygar Roads, 
Windsor, was left largely intact until recently, and modern photographs give us a good idea 
of how the task was handled. With a contract price of £1,000, it was a large project. At the 
front, a stuccoed gable was added, supported on two round arches. The bay windows, with 
their leadlights, may also have been Trewern's work. Internally, the timber panelling and 
panelled doors of the lounge and dining room, and the unobstructed movement from one 
room to another (thus creating a large entertaining area), are typical of Trewern's designs at 
this time. 
 
   
Renovation of residence for R.G. Quinn, 374 Lutwyche Road, Windsor  (1938) 
 
Flats 
 
The popularity of flats was undiminished in Brisbane during the 1930s, and the war only 
increased the demand for this type of accommodation. Trewern undertook many conversions 
of large old timber houses into flats, but with such projects, even the most talented architect 
could not hope to achieve any very attractive outcome. Nonetheless, such conversions 
probably helped to save at least a few of Brisbane's fine old houses from ignominious 
demolition. 
 
Trewern was responsible for several significant new flat developments during this period. 
The first was San Remo (1933-34), at Vulture Street, South Brisbane. For the external 
treatment of this building, he drew again on Mediterranean motifs, with stuccoed brick walls, 
Cordova tiles, and a latticed treatment of the openings on the topmost level of the stair turret. 
 
The building is on three levels. On the lower ground floor are the garages (opening onto 
Vulture Street), with the laundry and incinerator behind, and a two-bedroom flat at the rear. 
On the ground floor, the roof of the garages was developed as a garden, and from this there 
are recessed doorways to one of the flats and to the stair turret which serves the other flats. 
Both the ground floor and first floor accommodate two flats, each with two bedrooms. The 
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flats were of generous size, with roomy living/dining areas (sometimes with a fireplace) and 
either a piazza (with French windows and a balconette) or an enclosed sleep-out. At the rear 
of each floor, a kitchen porch and escape stairs served both flats. A central garbage chute 
connected to the incinerator in the basement. 
 
 
San Remo flats, 240 Vulture Street, South Brisbane  (1933-34) 
 
Trewern's largest flat development was Oxley Court (1938-39, demolished) on North Quay. 
The site belonged to the furniture manufacturer Carricks, who were one of Trewern's most 
important clients. Overlooking the river and close to the central business district, North Quay 
had long been a popular area for residential accommodation, and Trewern drew up plans for a 
three-storey building, with seven flats on each level. Externally the treatment was quite 
modern, with the rendered walls broken up by pronounced horizontal bands of face brick. 
The entrance, with its rounded corners, horizontal awning, and vertically emphasised 
stairwell, clearly owed something to the contemporary functionalist style.  
 
Internally, the walls (even the partitions within each apartment) were all of solid brick, to 
reduce noise. The apartments varied in size, from two bedrooms through one bedroom to a 
bed-sitting room, all with kitchenette and bathroom. There were chutes for laundry and 
garbage, and letterbox lockers in the entry hall. In addition to the main stairwell at the front, 
there were four other staircases for tradesmen and emergency egress.  
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Oxley Court, 293 North Quay, Brisbane  (1938-39, demolished) 
 
The outbreak of the war in 1939 stimulated the demand for accommodation in Brisbane. 
Trewern designed Durham Court (1941), a two-storey building to accommodate eight small 
flats at Brunswick Street. This building is now considered to be in the art deco style, but 
examination of the original plans suggests that this was never the architect's intention, and the 
art deco features of this building are probably later additions. There were many architects 
who considered art deco a brash, vulgar style, and one suspects that Eric Trewern subscribed 
to that school of thought. Neidpath (1941), a two-storey block of four large flats overlooking 
the river at Hamilton, was a more up-market development. 
 
It would be wrong to conclude without mentioning Gretna Green (1941), a distinctly down-
market collection of sixteen tenements in Browning Street, South Brisbane. These were built 
for Paul Korboot, a small businessman for whom Trewern designed several projects. With a 
contract price of only £2,100, and constructed mainly in fibro, it still survives, a tribute to the 
indestructability of asbestos cement. 
 
Industrial 
 
Little survives of Trewern's industrial work from this period. The three-storey brick 
warehouse and offices for James Bell Machinery Pty Ltd (1933, demolished), on the corner 
of Roma and Little Roma Streets, Brisbane, was one of the larger projects. The additional 
factory building (1934-35, demolished) at Sackville Street, Greenslopes, for the Crown Stove 
and Foundry Co. had a sad history, as the building contractor, John Heywood, was killed on 
the job by a falling pole. 
 
The furniture manufacturers, Carricks Ltd, owned a large parcel of land on the west of the 
central business district, near the northern end of the William Jolly Bridge, bounded by North 
Quay, Skew, Saul and May Streets. We have already seen that they erected a block of flats on 
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the eastern side of their landholding in 1938. The remainder was devoted to a mixture of 
factory and warehouse buildings, and over the years Trewern designed many minor and 
major additions to this complex. Surprisingly, much of the façade is still intact, although 
doors and windows have often been altered. These were functional buildings, designed to be 
solid and practical, but nothing more. 
 
Among Trewern's many projects for Carricks was a new factory building (1938), which now 
forms the easternmost section of the surviving buildings. It is L-shaped, with a frontage of 
about 30 metres to May Street, and extending back almost to North Quay. It is of three 
storeys, in brick and reinforced concrete, and still has a saw-tooth roof, which was originally 
made of fibro. The prominent horizontal bands of concrete in the façade suggest the influence 
of the inter-war functionalist style. 
 
 
Factory for Carricks Ltd, May Street, Brisbane  (1938) 
 
In January 1940 a fire virtually destroyed the nearby warehouse section of the Carricks 
complex, and Trewern designed a new brick warehouse (1940), with its main frontage to Saul 
Street. It was originally of three storeys, in brick, with a hipped roof of galvanised iron. The 
large double-sash windows and the doorway to the offices on the ground floor are gone, but 
the concrete bands to the window heads and window sills reflect the design of the earlier 
factory building in May Street. 
 
Trewern's best known industrial building was probably the large factory (1941, demolished) 
in Stanley Street, South Brisbane, which he designed for the cheese manufacturer, Oliver K. 
McAnulty. Trewern had designed a two-storey house (1939-40) in an English cottage style 
for McAnulty, on the corner of Abbotsleigh and Wilbur Streets, Holland Park. McAnulty had 
had plans to rebuild his processing works at South Brisbane, and the outbreak of the war 
increased the demand for processed food. The new Maxam Cheese factory (which would also 
produce cereals and tinned meats) was approved as essential to the war effort, and Trewern 
drew up plans for a large brick building, with a two-storey frontage in cream face brick, with 
strong horizontal lines in the cornices and window hoods, which were in cream cement. The 
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main entrance, with its terrazzo steps, cantilevered awning and tall stairwell lit by glass 
bricks, added to the very contemporary, functionalist effect. Internally the building was 
designed so as to provide maximum uninterrupted floor space, with natural ventilation 
(provided by louvre windows) and natural light from the fibro saw-tooth roof. In 1945 this 
building won an award for meritorious architecture from the Queensland Chapter of the 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects, the jury declaring that it "dramatises the industry 
housed," "establishes a higher standard for industrial buildings," and "is soundly constructed 
and efficiently planned."21 
 
 
Maxam Cheese Products, 245-267 Stanley Street, South Brisbane  (1941, demolished) 
 
Hotels 
 
The 1930s were a decade which saw considerable advances in hotel design in Australia. New 
hotels were erected and many old hotels were renovated. The most fondly remembered of 
Eric Trewern's designs is almost certainly the Surfers Paradise Hotel (1936-37, demolished), 
located on a corner site in the heart of Queensland's premier beach resort. It was designed for 
the colourful entrepreneur, James F. (Jim) Cavill, who had erected a timber hotel in 1925 at a 
remote seaside location which was then named Elston. He named his premises the Surfers 
Paradise Hotel, and surrounded it with a large garden and private zoo. It became so popular 
that the district began to develop rapidly and Cavill successfully lobbied to have the locality 
renamed from Elston to Surfers Paradise. As early as 1934, Trewern was planning alterations 
and renovations for Cavill's hotel, but when it was destroyed by fire in 1936, he was able to 
plan a completely new building for his flamboyant and publicity-hungry client. 
 
It was a two-storey brick building on a corner site, its wings radiating from a central 
octagonal tower. The tower, with port-hole windows on the upper level and a roof of Cordova 
                                                 
21 Building and Engineering (Sydney), 25 March 1946, p.23. 
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tiles, would become famous as the "honeymoon tower." Externally the building was finished 
in cream stucco, with a cantilever awning, and a roof of multi-coloured tiles. Trewern himself 
said of this building that it "struck a note of a distinctly new style which had been most 
successful on the Continent … the aim had been to make the hotel one that would be just as 
interesting in winter as in summer, and that would appeal to tourists from all parts of the 
world."22 
 
Internally the main feature was the large lounge and dining area on the ground floor, which 
could be converted into a ballroom when required. This space had glass walls which 
overlooked the garden and zoo. The tubular, chromium plated furniture was considered 
strikingly modern. The bedrooms on the upper floor were finished in Queensland timbers, 
and some of them had a private sitting room, bathroom and balcony. Despite such 
cosmopolitan refinements, this was still a Queensland pub, and it was reported that "the bar 
floor, being of brick, lends itself to being hosed out frequently."23 
 
 
Surfers Paradise Hotel, cnr Pacific Highway & Cavill Avenue, Surfers Paradise   
(1936-37, demolished) 
 
By contrast, the Wynnum Hotel (1937-38, demolished) was a rather modest project. The old 
timber building on the corner of Fox and Glenora Streets was given a new two-storey façade 
of patterned coloured bricks, in a sleek, modern style. The bars were remodelled in the latest 
fashion, with chrome and mirrors, and a terrazzo floor for the public bar. 
 
 
 
                                                 
22 Courier-Mail, 25 September 1937, p.18. 
23 South Coast Bulletin, 17 September 1937, p.3. 
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Other Buildings 
 
It appears that Trewern associated the medical profession with the Georgian style. We have 
already seen that Inchcolm, the block of medical suites which he designed for Wickham 
Terrace, was in that style, and he used it again for Turrawan Private Hospital (1932-33) at 
Clayfield, which he designed for Matron Amy Aikin. This is a two-storey building in face 
brick, typically Georgian in its symmetrical frontage, which is centred around a Classical, 
pedimented doorway. The windows, with their double-hung, twelve-pane sashes and green 
shutters, are characteristic of the style. A 1935 addition at the northern end somewhat detracts 
from the symmetrical appearance, with three-sided open sun-porches on both levels (later 
enclosed). At the rear there were verandas on both levels, and an attached wing containing 
the dining room and kitchen. Internally the rooms were arranged around a central corridor 
and stairwell. Trewern also designed a separate building at the rear (now demolished) as 
nurses' quarters. 
 
 
Turrawan Private Hospital, 641 Sandgate Road, Clayfield  (1932-33) 
 
The furniture manufacturers, Bell Brothers, had premises on the corner of Brunswick and 
Water Streets, Fortitude Valley. Their two-storey brick showroom and offices were erected in 
1923 to the design of an unknown architect. A severe fire in December 1931 destroyed all but 
the front wall of this building, and Trewern was commissioned to rebuild it (1932). Much of 
the interior survives, with joinery in New Guinea rosewood, and windows glazed in a 
geometric pattern. 
 
For whatever reason, ecclesiastical architecture found almost no place in Trewern's oeuvre. 
An exception is the small rendered-brick church (1938) in Logan Road, Woolloongabba 
which he designed for the Brisbane Spiritual Alliance. It was funded with a bequest from a 
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deceased estate administered by Trewern's brother. The design is a simple one, with a tall 
gabled stucco façade, containing a large centrally placed tracery window set in porphyry 
dressings. The entrance porch is placed asymmetrically, and also has porphyry dressings. 
Internally there is a trussed roof and a choir arch. 
 
 
Brisbane Spiritual Alliance Church, 208 Logan Road, Woolloongabba  (1938) 
 
The two-storey office building (1939, demolished), on the corner of Stanley and Ernest 
Streets, South Brisbane for the shipping company John Burke Ltd seems to have been 
Trewern's largest office project during this period. A poor surviving photograph suggests that 
it was in face-brick, with some horizontal banding in low relief, and very much in the modern 
style, with no awnings. 
 
In 1939, following the death of the architect Lange Powell, Trewern began to receive 
commissions from the Commercial Bank of Australia. The first of these was for a new 
building in Ingham (1939-40, demolished?), which was of two storeys, in brick. 
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6: Post-War, 1945-1959 
 
 
Even before the final surrender of the Japanese forces, in August 1945, the post-war 
reconstruction of Australia was underway. The immediate priorities were housing and 
factories, followed closely by public services, such as hospitals and schools. Initially, the 
needs were so great and the shortages of building materials and tradesmen so severe, that the 
government placed tight restrictions on the size and nature of the buildings which could be 
erected. Stylistically, the buildings from this period are often described as "post-war 
austerity."  
 
For an architect like Eric Trewern, who had built his career, to a significant extent, on the 
design of luxury housing, the post-war period brought little relief from the lean wartime 
years. The maximum permitted size of a new house was 1,250 square feet (about 116 square 
metres). New flat developments were banned altogether, although conversions of older 
buildings into flats was still permitted. There was some gradual relaxation of these building 
controls, but they were not fully lifted until August 1952. Even then, the supply of building 
materials remained a problem. In 1950, a prospective home-owner whose plans had been 
approved by the Brisbane City Council could expect to wait at least a year for delivery of the 
bricks required to erect it. 
 
By 1946 Trewern was issuing numerous tender notices for new houses, but it is likely that 
many of these projects lapsed because of the long delays in finding materials and builders. 
Unfortunately it is difficult to form any comprehensive picture of Trewern's output in the 
post-war years, because the Brisbane City Council introduced a new system of building 
registration at the end of 1945, and the records after that date are of little assistance to the 
architectural historian. This problem is accentuated by the fact that Trewern's post-war 
houses were no longer in the latest styles, and thus attracted little attention in the newspapers 
and magazines of the time. 
 
At the end of the war, Alec Trewern returned to work with his brother, and in September 
1945 the firm advertised a vacancy for an "architectural student or junior architectural 
draughtsman, under 18."24 However Eric Trewern seems to have had no desire to expand the 
practice further, and this probably had an adverse effect on the long-term viability of the 
business. The recruitment of younger architects, enthused with new ideas and eager to 
experiment with new styles, might have regenerated the practice. Instead, Trewern essentially 
continued to design buildings in the style which he had evolved during the 1930s. There was 
still a ready market for such designs, but the new buildings which were attracting attention in 
the popular press and the professional magazines were the products of new practices, or of 
existing practices which were expanding and recruiting new staff. 
 
                                                 
24 Courier-Mail, 11 September 1945, p.6. 
47 
 
As one would expect, Trewern's early post-war houses are very simple brick buildings, in 
conformity with the constraints of the time. As floor-space was limited, there was little scope 
for the generous outdoor living areas of his pre-war houses. For wealthier clients, he designed 
houses which were intended to be extended as soon as restrictions were eased. Decorative 
elements had to be kept to a minimum, and even an architect as skilled as Trewern struggled 
to produce attractive designs under such circumstances. During these years, Trewern also 
designed a number of speculatively-built houses, perhaps as a response to the very different 
nature of the housing market in an era of post-war austerity. 
 
After the lifting of official controls in 1952, and despite a continuing shortage of materials, 
we see Trewern again designing large houses for wealthy clients. In style, these houses are 
very similar to many of his designs of the 1930s. Once an innovator, Trewern (now 
approaching sixty years of age) was reworking familiar patterns. The results are attractive, 
but they are a world away from the new types of house being designed in Brisbane at that 
time by architects like Karl Langer, Prangley and Crofts, or Hayes and Scott. 
 
 
Eric Trewern en route to England, 1958 
 
As factory construction was a priority in the post-war years, it was fortunate that Trewern's 
practice had considerable expertise in industrial work. These buildings were of course the 
most austere examples of the post-war austerity style. Trewern understood very well that it 
was not the external beauty of such structures that mattered, but the efficiency of their 
internal arrangements.  
 
The Commercial Bank of Australia continued to be a valued client, and among a number of 
smaller (mostly rural) projects there was a prominent new building for Surfers Paradise, on 
the corner opposite the Surfers Paradise Hotel, thus creating two fine Trewern designs in 
dialogue with each other. Sadly both have disappeared. 
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Trewern seems to have had some surplus draughting capacity in his practice in the 1950s. It 
is not clear whether or not this is evidence of a shortage of clients, but it is certainly the case 
that his office prepared working drawings for at least three projects designed by government 
architects in the Public Works Department.  
 
From the mid-1930s Trewern largely withdrew from involvement in professional matters. 
Perhaps he felt that he had done enough for the Queensland architectural profession in the 
preceding years. In November 1951 he attended the Australian Architectural Convention in 
Melbourne, but not in any official capacity. He maintained his involvement in the Royal 
Queensland Art Society, and his submissions to its 1952 exhibition were commended for 
their "quiet charm."25 
 
In 1958 Eric Trewern and his wife travelled by sea to Britain for a holiday lasting six months. 
However he maintained close supervision of the work in his office during his absence, and all 
plans were mailed to him for approval. 
 
On the 27th November 1959, Eric Trewern died of stomach cancer, at the age of sixty-four. 
He was buried at Bulimba Cemetery with Methodist rites, and was survived by his wife and 
son. His estate (excluding his house and professional practice), was valued at £53,347, at a 
time when the average annual minimum adult male wage in Queensland was about £870.26 
 
For reasons explained above, it has been possible to identify only a minority of Trewern's 
post-war work, although it is hoped that most of the major projects have been located. Some 
of those projects will now be examined in more detail. 
 
 
Houses 
 
Trewern's first post-war houses were a group of six speculatively-built brick houses for the 
brickmakers, Brittain's Pty Ltd. They were located around the junction of Ardoyne Road and 
Mantle Street, Oxley, adjacent to the railway station. These are simple brick structures, with 
hipped roofs of Marseilles tiles. Original plans have not been located, but it appears that some 
of these houses have subsequently been enlarged. Because of the strict limitations on floor 
area, there were originally no outdoor living spaces, but a common feature is a large sun-
room, or enclosed sleep-out, with a bank of casement windows.  
 
                                                 
25 Brisbane Telegraph, 4 August 1952, last race edition, p.10. 
26 Will of Eric Percival Trewern, Queensland State Archives, item ID 749883, no.684 of 1960. 
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Spec-built house for Brittain's Pty Ltd, 173 Ardoyne Road, Oxley  (1945) 
 
In 1950, Eric Trewern and his brother Len financed the construction of a group of six brick 
houses on the southern side of Wynnum Road, Cannon Hill, immediately west of the Creek 
Road intersection. All of them have now been demolished. With some of these houses, 
Trewern reverted to his practice of stuccoing the brickwork, while retaining face brick for the 
base. Under the slightly more favourable conditions of 1950, it was possible to insert 
balconettes to provide at least a small outdoor living space. 
 
The 1948 house for grazier John Meynink at Charlton Street, Hamilton, is an example of the 
type of house which Trewern was able to design for a wealthy client under post-war 
restrictions. This building has been much extended, but the original plans show a stuccoed 
brick house, with face brick used for the base and the entry porch. The Marseilles tile roof 
has multiple hips. A wrought iron baluster to the entrance stairs and an oeil-de-boeuf window 
by the front door were the only external ornaments.  
 
 
Residence for John F. Meynink, 18 Charlton Street, Hamilton  (1948) 
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Internally, the rooms were arranged around a T-shaped passage. On the right was a generous 
lounge room (without fireplace), connected at the rear through sliding doors to a small dining 
room. The kitchen, also at the rear, immediately adjoined the dining room. On the left of the 
central passage was a large master bedroom at the front, with an office behind it and the 
second bedroom behind that. A rear passage (at right-angles to the central passage) gave 
access to the bathroom, toilet and laundry. In 1952, with building restrictions easing, the 
house was extended to add a large sunroom opening off the lounge and dining room. 
 
An example of Trewern's post-war austerity work in timber can be seen in the 1950 house for 
Ivy Arnold in Mackay Street, Coorparoo. Here weatherboards were used for the walls, and 
face brick for the base and chimney, and also for the front stairs with their flanking piers. The 
house is L-shaped, with a large lounge occupying one wing. The lounge still has its brick 
fireplace, and it originally included a meal alcove, in place of a dining room. All the other 
rooms (two bedrooms, bathroom, kitchen and laundry) were compactly fitted into the other 
wing, with just a small entry hall off the front porch.  
 
 
Residence for Ivy Arnold, 15 Mackay Street, Coorparoo  (1950) 
 
With the removal of all building restrictions in August 1952, Trewern was again able to 
design large houses for wealthy clients. Only a few of these have been identified, and they are 
not dissimilar to much of his 1930s work. An example is the 1953 residence for retired 
banking executive Douglas Forbes at Ludlow Street, Hamilton. Trewern had planned to add 
relief to the face brick exterior by the insertion of random porphyry in the base and chimney, 
but this was not carried out. The roof was originally of terracotta tiles. Located on a sloping 
site, the house has a lower-ground floor at the front, which accommodated an office opening 
onto a colonnade. Brick steps rise to the main floor, which has a small veranda at the front 
(above the colonnade), which was modestly referred to as a "balconette" in the original plans. 
This balconette has an odd semi-circular projection (which must have looked very "modern" 
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in 1953), and was originally open, although it was shielded at the sides by perforated brick 
walls. 
 
Internally, a large lounge (with fireplace) opens onto the balconette and connects to a dining 
room, which has a servery to the kitchen behind it. The three bedrooms are on the other side 
of the house, grouped around the bathroom. The two bedrooms at the rear opened onto an 
enclosed sun porch, which presumably served as a sleep-out. The garage is a separate 
structure at the front, on street-level. 
 
 
Residence for Douglas S. Forbes, 10 Ludlow Street, Hamilton  (1953) 
 
Flats 
 
In the immediate post-war years, the construction of flats was prohibited. However an 
enterprising Italian small-businessman, Amilcare Ghiraldelli, commissioned Trewern to 
design a brick house at Sandgate Road, Clayfield (1948-49) of unusual appearance, being 
planned so that an additional storey could be added as soon as building restrictions were 
lifted. In 1952 it became possible to make these additions, and the house was quickly 
transformed into flats. 
 
There was no restriction on the conversion of old buildings into flats and Trewern (who was 
already well versed in this sort of work) designed various conversions during the post-war 
years. These are not very interesting projects, but mention should be made of the house on the 
corner of Henzell Terrace and Merinda Street, Greenslopes, belonging to the widow of Oliver 
McAnulty, the late proprietor of Maxam Cheese Products and an important client of 
Trewern's. This was the fine old residence called Cheriton, built in 1905 for Dr Arthur 
Henzell, to a design of Henry Atkinson. In 1958 Trewern supervised its subdivision into two 
generously-proportioned flats. It has recently been restored as a single dwelling. 
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Industrial 
 
Factory buildings were an essential element in the post-war reconstruction of Australia, and 
they featured largely in the building projects of the immediate post-war years. Trewern's 
experience in this line of work quickly attracted clients, and in January 1946 he was tendering 
for a furniture store and factory for Railton & Son, to be erected in Sandgate Road, Clayfield. 
It is a long, simple brick building, designed for optimal ventilation, with a façade of only 
modest pretensions. Nonetheless, in the difficult conditions of the time, it took about eighteen 
months to construct. 
 
At the same time Trewern was working on a shoe factory at Ipswich Road, Annerley for 
Charles Jodrell, an incapacitated returned serviceman who was planning to employ other 
disabled veterans in his business. This was another simple brick building, with a saw-tooth 
roof in corrugated asbestos cement. This project too had a long gestation, and like so many 
buildings of the time, it was erected so as to be easily extended when circumstances should 
permit. In this case, the planned later addition of office premises at the front was never 
executed, although the building now has a modern façade. 
 
 
Factory for Security Shoes & Slipper Co., 306 Ipswich Road, Annerley  (1946-48) 
 
In the 1950s the Pauls Ice Cream & Milk company became a valued client of Eric Trewern's. 
During that decade he erected for them a number of small milk depots around Brisbane (all 
now demolished), where local milkmen would come each weekday morning to collect the 
supplies which they then delivered to almost every household in the city. A larger project was 
the three-storey, brick powdered milk factory (1952-53, demolished) in Hope Street, South 
Brisbane. Like most larger projects of the time, it was delayed by the chronic shortage of 
steel. This was the first phase of a plan to redevelop the company's premises on the corner of 
Hope Street and Montague Road, which had only recently been constructed to a design by 
Conrad and Gargett. Trewern developed at least sketch plans for the remodelling of this 
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corner, but they were never executed, and the 1944 Conrad and Gargett building survives 
there. 
 
 
1952 plan for remodelling Pauls Ice Cream & Milk premises,  
cnr Hope Street & Montague Road, South Brisbane 
From the collection of Bill Trewern. The only section to be constructed  
was the three-storey powdered milk factory (far left) 
 
In March 1954 a serious fire gutted the factory of the travel goods manufacturers, Bonney & 
Clark, who occupied a complex of buildings at 95-101 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane, extending 
through to 52-60 Charlotte Street. The buildings fronting Elizabeth Street had been designed 
by Lange Powell. Trewern was responsible for the reinstatement of these buildings following 
the fire, and his surviving plans of the original buildings usefully document a now vanished 
part of Brisbane's commercial architecture.27 In 1969 this complex was redeveloped to a 
design by James Birrell & Partners to become the Elizabeth Arcade. It was demolished in 
2016. 
 
Banks 
 
The Commercial Bank of Australia proved to be another valuable client for Trewern. Most of 
the bank's projects were small and rural, but they came in a steady flow. The most significant 
was apparently the two-storey brick bank (now demolished) erected in 1954-55 at Surfers 
Paradise, on the corner opposite the Surfers Paradise Hotel designed by Trewern before the 
war. The design of the bank adhered to the traditional practice of accommodating the 
manager and his family in a residence on the upper floor. In face brick, curved at the corner, 
with pronounced horizontal and vertical lines in the façade, it was regarded at the time as 
"ultramodern."28 
 
                                                 
27 Job no.1546 in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239. 
28 South Coast Bulletin, 2 December 1953, p.22. 
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Two Trewern buildings in the heart of Surfers Paradise 
   Left: Commercial Bank of Australia (1954-55, demolished) 
   Right: Surfers Paradise Hotel (1936-37, demolished) 
 
Other Buildings 
 
Trewern designed a number of shops after the war. It seems that these were all small, 
suburban projects. A surviving example from 1945 stands at 314 Ipswich Road, Annerley. It 
is on the corner of St Kilda Place, and the allotment was owned by Charles Jodrell, for whom 
Trewern was planning to erect a shoe factory (see above) on the opposite corner. It is in 
brick, with the shop-front on the ground floor and a two-bedroom dwelling on the upper 
floor. The awning is a later addition. 
 
 
Shop and dwelling for Charles N. Jodrell, 314 Ipswich Road, Annerley  (1945) 
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Soon after the war Trewern began to do work for the Salvation Army. In 1949 he was asked 
to design a home for aged men, to replace a building at Red Hill which had been damaged by 
fire. However the Salvation Army soon decided instead to develop a new site at Riverview, 
near Ipswich, and Trewern designed a large complex to house 140 residents. It took a long 
time to raise the funds for this project, and it was not constructed until 1959. The Riverview 
Aged Care Home consists of a two-storey brick central block, two residences in brick veneer 
for the manager and sub-manager, and fourteen bedroom-blocks (now demolished) in a 
pavilion configuration, each with ten bedrooms, lavatories and veranda.  
 
 
Aged Men's Home for Salvation Army, Moggill Ferry Road, Riverview  (1959) 
 
 
Because Eric Trewern maintained strict control of all designs emanating from his office, it is 
very difficult to identify the contribution of Alec Trewern to the firm's work. However there 
is one building erected during Eric Trewern's lifetime which can confidently be attributed to 
his younger brother, and that is the Trewern family's local church, the Coorparoo Methodist 
Church (1958-59) on the corner of Cavendish Road and York Street. The parish was 
apparently an affluent one, and the church is a very competent example of the style which we 
now call "post-war ecclesiastical." The exterior is in face brick, with large windows in a 
simplified version of medieval Gothic. The prominent brick tower is set asymmetrically into 
the façade and is topped by a tall, thin, conical spire clad in metal. The flat-roofed entrance 
porch is also placed asymmetrically, at an angle to the façade, and has sandstone dressings. 
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Coorparoo Methodist Church  (Alec Trewern, 1958-59) 
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7: Conclusion 
 
 
Under the terms of his will, Eric Trewern left his interest in his architectural practice, and all 
its equipment, to his brother. Alec Trewern continued the practice under the name E.P. & A.I. 
Trewern until about 1975, when he closed it and retired. He died in 1990. 
 
Emerging from his brother's shadow was apparently beneficial to Alec Trewern. The building 
which his practice designed for the seafood merchants, Irvin & Johnson (1961, demolished), 
in Cordelia Street, South Brisbane, won an award for meritorious architecture. Another 
Trewern design nominated for an award was the London Assurance Building (1965, 
demolished) in Wharf Street, Brisbane. This was the remodelling of Trinity Chambers, a 
small office building erected in 1910 to a design by Claude Chambers.  
 
 
Irvin & Johnson, 62-66 Cordelia Street, South Brisbane   
(E.P. & A.I. Trewern, 1961, demolished) 
 
 
London Assurance Building, 13-17 Wharf Street, Brisbane 
(1965, E.P. & A.I. Trewern, demolished) 
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Eric Trewern and his brother have left us a legacy of fine houses, which still stand out from 
their neighbours in the older suburbs of Brisbane. Three of Trewern's surviving buildings are 
listed on the Queensland state heritage register, and there are many more on the Brisbane City 
Council heritage register. Although his reputation suffered in the years after the Second 
World War, there has been a revival of interest in his work in recent decades. The revivalist 
styles which Trewern championed are no longer the object of amused contempt, but are now 
being rediscovered as a phenomenon worthy of serious study. In this more receptive 
environment, interest in the architecture of Eric Trewern can only increase. 
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APPENDIX: SELECTED WORKS 
 
Arranged chronologically 
  
60 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1919 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Alfred E. Gibson 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
46 Manly Road (cnr Whites Road), Manly West, Qld. 
Builder 
 
H. Barraclough 
 
   
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, folder E. 
  
61 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1920-21 
Name of Building 
 
Petersham, residence for Henry Clarke 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
303 Cavendish Road (cnr Emlyn Street), Coorparoo, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 July 1923, p.45. 
 
  
62 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1922 
Name of Building 
 
Grandstand, Wynnum Memorial Park 
Status 
 
Destroyed by fire 
 
Location 
 
Buderim Street, Wynnum, Qld. 
Builder 
 
E. Rice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 1 September 1922, p.7. 
Myrtle Beitz, Mangroves to Moorings Revisited: The Early Development of the Wynnum, Manly and 
Lota District (Manly, Qld: The Author, 2005): p.150-1. 
 
  
63 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1922 
Name of Building 
 
Larneatta, residence for Frederick E. Morey 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
9 Hipwood Road, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
   
Notes and References 
 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 October 1924, p.57. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 14 May 1933, p.11. 
 Building (Sydney), 12 February 1935, p.71. 
  
64 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1922 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Arthur Harcourt Perry 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
14 Kitchener Road, Ascot, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
   
Notes and References 
 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 November 1922, p.7. 
 Building (Sydney), 12 April 1926, p.149. 
 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 5 June 1926, p.3.  
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923 
Name of Building 
 
Shops and workshop for R.M. Finlay 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
679-683 Ann Street, Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Walter Richard Juster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.4693, 18/12/1922. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 February 1923, p.33. 
 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 12 June 1923, p.4. 
 
  
66 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923 
Name of Building 
 
Shops and flats for Reuben Shannon 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
711-717 Ann Street (cnr Winn Street), Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.4633, 18/12/1922. 
 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 12 June 1923, p.4. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 July 1923, p.34.  
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923 
Name of Building 
 
Tyrrell House 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
697 Ann Street, Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.4877, 15/9/1923. 
 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 28 August 1923, p.4. 
 
  
68 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923-24 
Name of Building 
 
Bilboa, residence for Alexandra Raff 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
77 Enderley Road, Clayfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 December 1922, p.11. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 June 1924, p.50. 
 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 4 September 1926, p.3. 
  
69 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923-24 
Name of Building 
 
Camborne, residence for Ronald A. Hay 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
106 Virginia Avenue, Hawthorne, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
John Irving Hood 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 May 1924, p.14. 
 Building (Sydney), 12 April 1926, p.52-53. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1084. 
  
70 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923-24 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Charles F. Broadhead 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
14 Florence Street, Clayfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 August 1924, p.10. 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 18 March 1925, p.16. 
 Building (Sydney), 12 December 1933, p.57.  
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923 
Name of Building 
 
Mon Abri, residence for Alice Trewern 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
170 Chatsworth Road (cnr Smeaton Street), Coorparoo, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 Building (Sydney), 12 July 1926, p.46-47. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 August 1926, p.39. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.983. 
  
72 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for Reuben Shannon 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
5 Winn Street, Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.5174, 24/3/1924. 
 
  
73 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924-25 
Name of Building 
 
Queensland Country Press Building 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
177 Edward Street (cnr Elizabeth Street), Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
Frank Corbett 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 BCC building register no.5131, 8/4/1924. 
 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 11 December 1923, p.4. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 January 1924, p.42. 
 Building (Sydney), 12 September 1925, p.155. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, folder D.  
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924-25 
Name of Building 
 
Additions to Maroochy Shire Hall 
Status 
 
Destroyed by fire 
1929 
 
Location 
 
Currie Street (opposite Lowe Street), Nambour, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
D. Cleary 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 The additions were the left-hand bay in the above photograph. 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 9 April 1924, p.5. 
 Nambour Chronicle, 18 July 1924, p.9. 
 
  
75 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924 
Name of Building 
 
Adjoining premises for Kearns & Hockings, and E.O. Perkins 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
99-103 Currie Street (cnr Howard Street), Nambour, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Nambour Chronicle, 2 May 1924, p.9. 
 Nambour Chronicle, 19 December 1924, p.2. 
 
  
76 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924 
Name of Building 
 
Mitchell's Building 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
73-77 Currie Street, Nambour, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Nambour Chronicle, 18 July 1924, p.9. 
 
  
77 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Alexander Clifford Vernon Melbourne 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
32 Archer Street, Toowong, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 April 1925, p.60. 
  
78 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924-25 
Name of Building 
 
Club house for Wynnum Golf Club 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
64 Stradbroke Avenue, Wynnum, Qld. 
Builder 
 
S. Neill 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 11 February 1925, p.12. 
Kev Morgan, 75 Years On: Wynnum Golf Club Inc., 1922-1997 (Wynnum: Wynnum Golf Club, 1997), 
p.38-47. 
 
  
79 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1925 
Name of Building 
 
Garden Flats and service station for Paul S. Korboot 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
72-74 George Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
C. Crowther & Sons 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.5385, 6/1/1925. 
  
 
  
80 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1925-26 
Name of Building 
 
Plympton, residence for George Grant Bond 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
26 Bond Street, Enoggera, Qld. 
Builder 
 
D. Black 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 October 1925, p.76. 
 Brisbane City Council heritage register (online). 
 
  
81 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Sidney J. Squires 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
61 Hawthorne Road (cnr Beatrice Street), Hawthorne, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Bertram Robinson 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.7017, 12/3/1926. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 March 1926, p.78. 
  
82 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926 
Name of Building 
 
Querida, residence for Vincent Goodman 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
67 Glenora Street (cnr Coreen Street), Wynnum, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.8990, 3/8/1926. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 12 March 1933, p.11. 
 
  
83 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for John W. Whatmore 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
6 Florence Street, Clayfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.8117, 10/6/1926. 
  
84 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926 
Name of Building 
 
Shop and dwelling for Susan Quirk 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
170 Merthyr Road (cnr Hawthorne Street), New Farm, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
W.R. Gaskill & Son 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.8624, 26/7/1926. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 August 1926, p.76. 
 
  
85 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Mrs M. Cummins 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
22 Whyenbah Street, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Percy Franklin 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.8734, 26/7/1926. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 July 1926, p.76. 
 
  
86 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926-27 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for George and Isabella Waugh 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
5 Rosebery Street, Highgate Hill, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Bertram Robinson 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.10895, 10/12/1926. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 December 1926, p.78. 
 
  
87 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926-27 
Name of Building 
 
Additions and remodelling of residence of Thomas Brown 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
21 Towers Street, Ascot, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Thomas F. Woollam 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.10273, 23/11/1926. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 9 August 1931, p.7. 
 
  
88 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926-27 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Frederick J. Mole 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
68 Virginia Avenue, Hawthorne, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.10524, 10/12/1926. 
  
89 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926-27 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Michael J. Kirwan 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
31 Botany Street (cnr Wellington Street), Clayfield, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Percy Franklin 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.9505, 27/9/1926. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 11 October 1926, p.76-78. 
 
  
90 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926-27 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for William Sullivan 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
37 Marriott Street, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.10310, 23/10/1926. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 23 April 1933, p.17. 
  
91 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Shops for David Young 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
174 Cavendish Road, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
W.R. Gaskill & Son 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.12226, 5/5/1927. 
  
92 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927-29 
Name of Building 
 
Heindorff House 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
171 Queen Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
George A. Stronach 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.13785, 24/9/1927. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 11 April 1927, p.58, 60. 
 Brisbane Courier, 12 April 1927, p.8. 
 Brisbane Courier, 16 October 1928, p.11. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, folder E. 
 
  
93 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Kooyong, residence for Cornelius A. Daley 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
25 Oleander Drive, Ashgrove, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.11611, 11/3/1927. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 March 1927, p.78. 
  
94 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for William G.A. Smyth 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
30 Sydney Street, New Farm, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.12049, 14/4/1927. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 April 1928, p.42. 
 Courier-Mail, 14 October 1938, p.8. 
 
  
95 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927-28 
Name of Building 
 
Premises for Exide Battery Service Ltd 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
381 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Walter Richard Juster 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.12595, 8/6/1927. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 June 1927, p.76. 
 Brisbane Courier, 9 February 1928, p.11. 
 Brisbane Courier, 15 February 1928, p.10. 
  
96 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Shop and dwelling for Thomas Boland 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
75 Leckie Road (cnr Eighth Avenue), Kedron, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Percy Franklin 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.13089, 25/7/1927. 
 
  
97 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Wyampa, residence for Alexander H. Ross 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
51 View Street (cnr Bearsden Avenue), Newmarket, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 For 1940 extensions, see separate record below. 
 BCC building register no.13213, 11/8/1927. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1200. 
  
98 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Rockhill, residence for Henry T. Sands 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
12 Bayview Terrace, Wavell Heights, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Heywood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.13601, 13/9/1927. 
  
99 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927-28 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Roy U.T. Hall 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
16 Sport Street, Kedron, Qld. 
Builder 
 
A. Taylor & Son 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.14030, 21/10/1927. 
  
100 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927-28 
Name of Building 
 
Casa Anna, residence for Edward F. Powers 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
194 Kingsford Smith Drive, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
   
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.14363, 11/11/1927. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 11 July 1927, p.30, 32. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 November 1927, p.50, 54. 
 Steering Wheel and Society & Home, January 1933, p.33. 
  
101 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927-28 
Name of Building 
 
Lynford, residence for James W. Clifford Isles 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
132 Windermere Road (cnr Charlton Street), Hamilton, Qld.  
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register, no.14652, 16/12/1927. 
 Building (Sydney), 12 March 1932, p.11. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 18 June 1933, p.11. 
 Building (Sydney), 12 December 1934, p.69, 71, 103. 
  
102 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Stephen Flynn jnr 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
33 St James Street, Highgate Hill, Qld. 
Builder 
 
A. Taylor & Son 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.15133, 22/2/1928. 
 
  
103 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Robert Walker 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
378 Annerley Road (cnr Portland Street), Annerley, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.15693, 25/4/1928. 
 
  
104 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Endon E. Pass 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
50 Holland Street (cnr Donaldson Street), Greenslopes, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Heywood 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.15950, 30/5/1928. 
 
  
105 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
Shops for Herbert V. Birchley 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
201 Boundary Street (cnr Vulture Street), West End, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.15854, 22/5/1928. 
  
106 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Burton Hollingsworth 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
175 Brisbane Street (cnr Pine Street), Bulimba, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.15970, 1/6/1928. 
  
107 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
Demonstration bungalow in fibro-cement for James Hardie & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
Exhibition Grounds, Gregory Terrace, Bowen Hills, Qld. 
Builder 
 
L.L. Davies 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.16509, 26/7/1928. 
 Townsville Daily Bulletin, 18 August 1928, p.15. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 September 1928, p.62. 
  
108 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Norman A.D. Harris 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
6 Bale Street, Ascot, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.17124, 27/9/1928. 
 
  
109 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations to Blairgour, residence of James Francis Watson 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
123 Alexandra Road (cnr Sefton Road), Clayfield, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
A. Taylor & Son 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.16831, 29/8/1928. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 September 1928, p.76. 
 
  
110 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928-29 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for John Allardice 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
23 Welwyn Crescent (cnr Shakespeare Street), Coorparoo, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
J. Connell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.17670, 30/11/1928. 
  
111 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for John F. Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
22 Yabba Street, Ascot, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register, no.17797, 19/12/1928. 
 Truth (Brisbane), 19 October 1930, p.29. 
 Brisbane Courier, 3 November 1932, p.6. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 21 May 1933, p.17. 
  
112 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929 
Name of Building 
 
Wahroonga, residence for Reginald J. Roche 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
28 Killara Avenue, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 2 April 1933, p.19. 
  
113 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929 
Name of Building 
 
Glenamore, residence for Wallis Hoare 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
33 Markwell Street, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.18414, 19/3/1929. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 9 April 1933, p.11. 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 13 January 1938, second edition, p.21. 
  
114 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929 
Name of Building 
 
Dalnottar, residence for A. Ure McNaught 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
51 Enderley Road (cnr Craven Street), Clayfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.18783, 14/5/1929. 
 Truth (Brisbane), 19 October 1930, p.29. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 30 April 1933, p.17. 
  
115 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929 
Name of Building 
 
Menahonie, residence for Mary Morrow 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
34 Grove Crescent, Toowong, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
   
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.19080, 15/6/1929. 
 Truth (Brisbane), 7 December 1930, p.21. 
 Brisbane Courier, 17 November 1932, p.8. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 26 February 1933, p.17. 
 Steering Wheel and Society & Home, 1 April 1933, p.33. 
  
116 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929 
Name of Building 
 
Santa Barbara, residence for Sarah Balls 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
209 Moray Street (cnr Sydney Street), New Farm, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Douglas F. Roberts & Sons 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.19236, 3/7/1929. 
 Truth (Brisbane), 7 December 1930, p.21. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 4 June 1933, p.17. 
 Steering Wheel and Society & Home, August 1933, p.33. 
Gerard Benjamin, Homes with History on the New Farm Peninsula (New Farm, Qld: New Farm & 
Districts Historical Society, 2015), p.85-88. 
  
117 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for William A. Whincup 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
17 Griffith Street, New Farm, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.19425, 26/7/1929. 
Gerard Benjamin, Homes with History on the New Farm Peninsula (New Farm, Qld: New Farm & 
Districts Historical Society, 2015), p. 88-89. 
  
118 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929-30 
Name of Building 
 
Inchcolm 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
73 Wickham Terrace, Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
J.I. Greene & Son 
 
 
    
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.19743, 6/9/1929. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 December 1929, p.30. 
 
  
119 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Ida Murphy 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
20 Riverton Street, Clayfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.19978, 7/10/1929. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 7 May 1933, p.17. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1136 & 1832. 
  
120 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929-30 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for John C. Mills, jr 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
93 Kadumba Street (cnr Grimes Street), Yeronga, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.20003, 8/10/1929. 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 2 November 1937, second edition, p.23. 
 
  
121 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929-30 
Name of Building 
 
Avening, residence for Frank V. Sharpe 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
31 Kadanga Road (cnr Elimatta Drive), Ashgrove, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
H.W. Kratzmann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.20371, 25/11/1929. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 27 December 1936, p.14. 
  
122 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929-30 
Name of Building 
 
Casa Contenta, residence for William Leonard Trewern 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
33 Henzell Terrace, Greenslopes, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.20565, 23/12/1929. 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 February 1933, first edition, p.6. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 11 June 1933, p.24. 
  
123 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
designed 1929 
Name of Building 
 
Proposed Capitol (later Lyric) Cinema 
Status 
 
Not built 
 
Location 
 
cnr Gympie Road & Suez Street, Kedron, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.21278, 7/5/1930. 
 Truth (Brisbane), 3 November 1929, p.13. 
Plans in John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland, collection R 1699, Theatre Plans and 
Alterations, 1920s-1940s, items TR 1699/52, TR 1699/53, TR 1699/54. 
  
124 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1930 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Joseph H. McKenzie, jr 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
9 Kauri Road, Ashgrove, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.20577, 3/1/1930. 
 
  
125 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1930 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Clara Heaslop 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
357 Cavendish Road, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.20740, 29/1/1930. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 22 November 1931, p.5. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 8 October 1933, p.9. 
Plans reproduced in: Queensland Heritage Council, Illustrated Guide to Entering Houses in the 
Queensland Heritage Register (2005), p. 13. 
  
126 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1930 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Edric D. Summerson 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
94 Cracknell Road, Annerley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Ernest Henry Crowther 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.20744, 31/1/1930. 
 
  
127 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1930-31 
Name of Building 
 
Derrington, residence for William Packer 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
5 Sixth Avenue, Kedron, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Heywood 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.21894, 6/10/1930. 
 Brisbane Courier, 1 September 1932, p.8. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 19 March 1933, p.17. 
 Steering Wheel and Society & Home, June 1933, p.33. 
  
128 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1930-31 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Walter R. McDonald 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
52 Myagah Road, Ashgrove, Qld. 
Builder 
 
A. Lind & Son 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.22042, 17/11/1930. 
  
129 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1931 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Eric P. Trewern 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
183 Chatsworth Road, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Notes and References 
 Extended 1935 to rear and side. 
 BCC building register no.22531, 24/4/1931. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 6 August 1933, p.6. 
  
130 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1931 
Name of Building 
 
Hampton Wick, residence for Graham Sutton 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
12 Ascot Street, Ascot, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register, no.22596, 15/5/1931. 
 Brisbane Courier, 29 September 1932, p.6. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 26 March 1933, p.11. 
  
131 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1932 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Lionel S. Connors 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
15 Kauri Road, Ashgrove, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Rowland 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.23628, 31/3/1932. 
 
  
132 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1932 
Name of Building 
 
Remodelled business premises for Bell Brothers 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
57 Brunswick Street (cnr Water Street), Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.23775, 12/5/1932. 
 
 
  
133 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1932 
Name of Building 
 
Greenaway End, residence for John Joseph Power 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
26 Whyenbah Street, Hamilton, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
     
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.23937, 24/6/1932. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 28 May 1933, p.11. 
 Building (Sydney), 12 November 1934, cover and p.101. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, folder F. 
 
  
134 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1932 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Herbert T. Hadley 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
33 Batman Street (cnr Christian Street), Clayfield, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Burton Hollingsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.24090, 15/8/1932. 
 
  
135 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1932-33 
Name of Building 
 
Rosengren, residence for Karla N.J. Andersen 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
40 Pollock Street (cnr Fifth Avenue), Balmoral, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
T.H. Ebling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.24703, 19/12/1932. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 1 October 1933, p.9. 
  
136 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1932-33 
Name of Building 
 
Turrawan Private Hospital 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
641 Sandgate Road, Clayfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.24478, 1/11/1932. 
 Brisbane Courier, 3 February 1933, p.4. 
Allom Lovell Architects, "Former Turrawan Private Hospital, Clayfield: An Appraisal of Cultural 
Significance," 2003, Allom Lovell Collection, collection 28652, John Oxley Library, State 
Library of Queensland, item 28652/735, box 17228. 
Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1081. 
  
137 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1933 
Name of Building 
 
Thongabel, residence for Ralph Moreton White 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
4 Welwyn Crescent, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.25154, 8/4/1933. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 11 February 1934, p.13. 
 Building (Sydney), 12 October 1934, p.47, 51. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1044. 
  
138 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1933-34 
Name of Building 
 
San Remo, flats for Robert J.A. Smith 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
240 Vulture Street, South Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.25918, 10/10/1933. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 3 June 1934, p.20. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1037. 
  
139 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1933 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Bert C. Gelling 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
74 Hamlet Street, Annerley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Henry William Stevens 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.26005, 30/10/1933. 
  
 
  
140 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1933-34 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Mervyn H.H. Wills 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
511 Honour Avenue (cnr Prospect Street), Sherwood, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Henry William Stevens 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.26202, 8/12/1933. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 20 May 1934, p.22. 
 
  
141 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1933-34 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for William H. Boden 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
96 Crescent Road, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.26113, 17/11/1933. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 6 May 1934, p.9. 
  
142 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1934 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for A.S. Levitt 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
9 Killara Avenue, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.26795, 2/5/1934. 
  
143 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1934 
Name of Building 
 
Rest home for Country Women's Association 
Status 
 
Standing? 
 
Location 
 
Tamborine Mountain, Qld. 
Builder 
 
T. Rowland 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Courier-Mail, 6 March 1935, p.22. 
Eve Curtis, The Turning Years: A Tamborine Mountain History (North Tamborine, Qld: Eve Curtis, 
1988), p.95-96. 
Norma Lovelace, From the Outback to the Sea: A Pictorial History of the QCWA, 1922-2012 
(Brisbane: Queensland Country Women's Association, 2012), p.15. 
 
  
144 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Ralph H. Tonks 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
1006 Ipswich Road (cnr Lyon Street), Moorooka, Qld.  
 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1079. 
  
145 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935 
Name of Building 
 
Struan, residence for Owen M. Fletcher 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
22 Jilba Street, Indooroopilly, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Henry William Stevens 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 June 1941, sports final edition, p.16. 
 
  
146 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935 
Name of Building 
 
Murilla, residence for John Crawford 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
242 Gladstone Road, Dutton Park, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 12 July 1938, city final edition, p.19. 
 
  
147 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Henry W. Bailey 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
14 Fairfield Street, Annerley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Ernest Louis Henderson 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.31666, 6/5/1936. 
 
  
148 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Hugh McC. McKnight 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Grosvenor Road, Indooroopilly, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.31873, 25/5/1936. 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 19 January 1937, second edition, p.24. 
 
  
149 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Hugh McMaster 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
294 Kingsford Smith Drive (and 25 Mullens Street), Hamilton, Qld.  
 
Builder 
 
Stuart Bros 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register, no.32404, 28/7/1936. 
 Courier-Mail, 23 February 1937, p.18. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, UQFL239, job no. 1102. 
  
150 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Cloncrew, residence for William D. O'Connor 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
12 Valetta Street, Manly, Qld 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.32201, 2/7/1936. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 30 January 1938, p.24-25. 
 Building (Sydney), 24 February 1938, p.50-51. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1098. 
  
151 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936-37 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Agnes E. Noble 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
42 Kitchener Road, Ascot, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Ernest Henry Crowther 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.33977, 28/1/1937. 
 Brisbane Telegraph, 8 August 1950, city final edition, p.41. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1103. 
  
152 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Alma Lyons 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
10 Killara Avenue, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register, no.32616, 24/8/1936. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1197. 
  
153 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Ravensbourne, residence for Alan R. Russell 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
31 Mackay Street, Windsor, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Ernest Louis Henderson 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.32900, 23/9/1936. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 18 July 1937, p.28. 
 Truth (Brisbane), 17 October 1937, p.35. 
 
  
154 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936-37 
Name of Building 
 
Surfers Paradise Hotel 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
cnr Pacific Highway (now Surfers Paradise Boulevard) & Cavill Avenue, 
Surfers Paradise, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 South Coast Bulletin, 17 September 1937, p.3. 
 Truth (Brisbane), 3 October 1937, p.32-33. 
 Building (Sydney), 24 January 1938, p.113. 
  
155 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for James Josephson 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
15 Hillside Crescent, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 22 February 1938, p.22. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1106. 
  
156 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937-38 
Name of Building 
 
Renovation of Wynnum Hotel 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
cnr Fox & Glenora Streets, Wynnum, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 4 December 1938, p.16. 
  
157 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937-38 
Name of Building 
 
General manager's residence for Queensland National Bank 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
115 Windermere Road, Hamilton, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1121 (also 
external photos in Parcel 1 and Box 1) 
  
158 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937-38 
Name of Building 
 
Leymarah, residence for Harry Summers 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
35 Doughty Avenue, Holland Park, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Sydney Alfred Noyes 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Courier-Mail, 22 March 1938, second section, p.5. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 15 May 1938, p.36. 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 17 January 1939, second edition, p.21. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1130. 
 
  
159 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937-38 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Alan S. Hulme 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
43 Doughty Avenue, Holland Park, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Ernest Louis Henderson 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Courier-Mail, 8 November 1938, second section, p.8. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1124. 
 
  
160 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for John F. Meynink 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
74 Riverview Terrace, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.37496, 28/3/1938. 
  
161 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Renovation of residence for Reginald G. Quinn 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
374 Lutwyche Road (cnr Maygar Street), Windsor, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.37307, 9/3/1938. 
  
162 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938-39 
Name of Building 
 
Oxley Court, flats for Carricks Ltd 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
293 North Quay, Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.37723, 29/4/1938. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, May 1938, p.16. 
 Truth (Brisbane), 12 March 1939, p.30. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1138. 
  
163 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Brisbane Spiritual Alliance Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
208 Logan Road, Woolloongabba, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Ernest Louis Henderson 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.37256, 3/3/1938. 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 9 April 1938, sports final edition, p.8. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1127. 
  
164 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Riverslea, residence for George A.C. Douglas 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
590 Coronation Drive, Toowong, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.38165, 16/6/1938. 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 11 March 1949, city final edition, p. 1 & 3. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1140. 
 
  
165 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Arthur J. Bowden 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
18 Osman Street, Bardon, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Tealby & Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.38600, 2/8/1938. 
  
166 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Factory premises for Carricks Ltd 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
May Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Stuart Bros 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.39005, 9/9/1938. 
 Courier-Mail, 13 September 1938, p.6. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1150. 
  
167 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Matthew W. Connors 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
36 Doughty Avenue, Holland Park, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Rowland 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.38961, 10/9/1938. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, job no.1145. 
  
168 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Yarrabee, residence for Harry W. Poulsen 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
284 Annerley Road (cnr Young Street), Annerley, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.40335, February 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 Truth (Brisbane), 13 August 1939, p.54. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 27 August 1939, p.12. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1161. 
  
169 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Alexander M. Kirke 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
65 Highland Terrace, St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.40923, May 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1166. 
  
170 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Shipping offices for John Burke Ltd 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
288 Stanley Street (cnr Ernest Street), South Brisbane, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Stuart Bros 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.40843, April 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 6 October 1939, second edition, p.10. 
  
171 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Elsden J. Smith 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
2 Letchworth Road (cnr Regal Street), Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.41398, June 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 29 October 1939, p.16. 
  
172 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Halton, residence for Harold F. Hoey 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
97 Ryans Road, St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Sydney Alfred Noyes 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.41584, July 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1162. 
  
173 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939-40 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Oliver K. McAnulty 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
141 Abbotsleigh Street (cnr Wilbur Street), Holland Park, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Sydney Alfred Noyes 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Notes and References 
 BCC building register, no.41264, June 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 31 March 1940, p.12. 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 10 September 1948, p.8. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no. 1177. 
  
174 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for John F. Sanderson 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
8 Herbert Street, Toowong, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.41763, July 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 Telegraph (Brisbane), 6 July 1940, second edition, p.15. 
  
175 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Demonstration home in Fibrolite for James Hardie Pty Ltd 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Exhibition Grounds, Gregory Terrace, Bowen Hills, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Charles George Barnes 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.40998, May 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 Courier-Mail, 7 August 1939, p.5. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 13 August 1939, p.12. 
  
176 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Calderwood, residence for Jean C. McLean 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
34 Vista Avenue (cnr Cracknell Road), Tarragindi, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.42214, September 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 25 May 1941, p.20. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1185. 
  
177 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Kharga, residence for Herbert Gower 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
29A London Road, Clayfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Ernest Louis Henderson 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.42831, December 1939 (index only, register lost). 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 9 March 1941, p.26. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1190. 
 
  
178 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Lakkan, residence for Clara E. Heaslop 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
362 Cavendish Road, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.43338, 28/2/1940. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1193. 
  
179 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Rebuilding warehouse premises for Carricks Ltd 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
Saul Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Stuart Bros 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.43422, 6/3/1940. 
Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1194 (and 
folder H). 
 
  
180 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations and additions to Wyampa, residence for Alexander H. Ross 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
51 View Street (cnr Bearsden Avenue), Newmarket, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 For original 1927 building, see separate record above. 
 BCC building register no.44651, 5/8/1940. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1200. 
  
181 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Liseaux, residence for Edmund T. Corbett 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
40 Sparkes Avenue, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Ernest Louis Henderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.44501, 18/7/1940. 
 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 6 April 1941, p.26. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1202. 
  
182 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1941 
Name of Building 
 
Gretna Green, tenements for Paul Korboot 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
15 Browning Street, South Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
West & West 
 
 
   
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.45933, 5/2/1941. 
  
183 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1941 
Name of Building 
 
Maxam Cheese Products Factory and Offices 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
245-267 Stanley Street, South Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Stuart Bros 
 
 
 
   
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.46163, 26/2/1941. 
 Courier-Mail, 4 March 1941, p.13. 
 Building (Sydney), 24 April 1941, p.66. 
 Building and Engineering (Sydney), 24 March 1943, p.18. 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), July 1945, p.10, 20. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1210. 
  
184 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1941 
Name of Building 
 
Durham Court, flats for Harry P. Payten 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
549 Brunswick Street, New Farm, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Sydney Alfred Noyes 
 
    
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.46510, 17/4/1941. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1208. 
  
185 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1941 
Name of Building 
 
Neidpath, flats for Alexander M. Kirke 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
394 Kingsford Smith Drive, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
   
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.46966, 12/6/1941. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1209. 
  
186 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1941 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Fred L. Hudson 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
40 Garfield Drive, Paddington, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.46725, 14/5/1941. 
  
 
  
187 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1941 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Leslie A. Code 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
11 Kirkland Avenue, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Sydney Alfred Noyes 
 
 
 
   
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.47999, 14/10/1941. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1218. 
  
188 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1941-42 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Lionel R. Ayers 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
53 Hipwood Road, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Sydney Alfred Noyes 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.48352, 24/11/1941. 
 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, December 1941, p.19. 
 
  
189 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Shop and dwelling for Charles N. Jodrell 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
314 Ipswich Road (cnr St Kilda Place), Annerley, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.51253, 17/5/1945. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1296. 
  
190 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Brick residence for Brittain's Pty Ltd 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
9 Mantle Street, Oxley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.52171, 26/9/1945. 
 
  
191 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Brick residence for Brittain's Pty Ltd 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
5 Mantle Street, Oxley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.52172, 26/9/1945. 
 
  
192 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Brick residence for Brittain's Pty Ltd 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
163 Ardoyne Road, Oxley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.52173, 26/9/1945. 
 
  
193 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Brick residence for Brittain's Pty Ltd 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
173 Ardoyne Road, Oxley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.52174, 26/9/1945. 
 
  
194 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Brick residence for Brittain's Pty Ltd 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
8 Mantle Street, Oxley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.52175, 26/9/1945. 
 
  
195 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Brick residence for Brittain's Pty Ltd 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
12 Mantle Street, Oxley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 BCC building register no.52176, 26/9/1945. 
 
  
196 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1946-47 
Name of Building 
 
Furniture store & factory for Railton & Son 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
791 Sandgate Road, Clayfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 April 1947, p.22. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1297. 
 
  
197 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1946-48 
Name of Building 
 
Factory for Security Shoes and Slipper Co. 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
306 Ipswich Road (cnr St Kilda Place), Annerley, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 2 August 1948, p.24. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1296. 
 
  
198 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1947 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Alfred J. McDonald 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
24 Highland Terrace, St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
J.A. Dredge 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 August 1947, p.64. 
 
  
199 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1947-48 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Herbert M. Jones 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
12 Anthony Street, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 December 1947, p.68. 
 
  
200 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1948-49 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Amilcare Ghiraldelli 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
602 Sandgate Road, Clayfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Amilcare Ghiraldelli 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 December 1948, p.29. 
 A second storey was added, and the buiding was converted into flats, 1952-53. 
 
  
201 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1948 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for John F. Meynink 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
18 Charlton Street, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Stuart Bros 
 
 
   
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1398. 
 
  
202 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
Designed 1949 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for George A.C. Douglas 
Status 
 
Not built 
 
Location 
 
Indooroopilly Road (cnr Garema Street), Indooroopilly, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1457. 
 Received Council approval, 21/12/1949, for construction by A.R. Crick, but subsequently cancelled. 
 
  
203 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1950 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Frederick C. Katte 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
12 Walker Street, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Summers & Unthank 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL239, job no.1603. 
 Significantly extended in 1958. 
 
  
204 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1950 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for E.P. & W.L. Trewern 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
1053 Wynnum Road, Cannon Hill, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 June 1950, p.83. 
 One of six adjacent speculatively-built houses financed by Eric Trewern and his brother. 
  
205 
 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1950 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for E.P. & W.L. Trewern 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
1057 Wynnum Road, Cannon Hill, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 June 1950, p.83. 
 One of six adjacent speculatively-built houses financed by Eric Trewern and his brother. 
  
206 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1950 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for E.P. & W.L. Trewern 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
1061 Wynnum Road, Cannon Hill, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 June 1950, p.83. 
 One of six adjacent speculatively-built houses financed by Eric Trewern and his brother. 
  
207 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1950 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Ivy Arnold 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
15 Mackay Street, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL239, job no.1469. 
 
  
208 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1950 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for May Elizabeth Biggs 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
17 Mackay Street, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL239, job no.1470. 
  
209 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1951 
Name of Building 
 
Pauls Coorparoo Milk Depot 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
469 Old Cleveland Rd, Camp Hill, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Arthur Robert Crick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
210 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1952-53 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for D. & A. Comninos 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
76 Bonney Avenue, Clayfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 November 1952, p.67. 
 
  
211 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1952-53 
Name of Building 
 
Powdered milk factory for Pauls Ice Cream and Milk Ltd 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Hope Street (near cnr Montague Road), South Brisbane, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Summers & Unthank 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 26 October 1952, p.5.  
Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 2 November 1953, cover & p.17. 
 
  
212 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1953 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Douglas S. Forbes 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
10 Ludlow Street, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
F.C. Upton & Sons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL239, job no.1496. 
 
  
213 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1953 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Cyril P. Hornick 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
33 Buena Vista Avenue, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Cyril P. Hornick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1518. 
 
  
214 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1953 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for William G.R. Harris 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
36 O'Connor Street (cnr Wyberba Street), Tugun, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1520. 
 
  
215 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1954 
Name of Building 
 
Kelden, residence for Bruce G. Dennis 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
63 Beresford Terrace (cnr Springleigh Street), Coorparoo, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
D.S. Hill 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1530. 
 
  
216 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1954-55 
Name of Building 
 
Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
cnr Pacific Highway (now Surfers Paradise Boulevard) & Cavill Avenue, 
Surfers Paradise, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Alfred Henry Kerven 
 
 
 
   
Notes and References 
 South Coast Bulletin, 23 June 1954, p.23. 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 February 1955, supplement, p.7. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1501. 
  
217 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1957 
Name of Building 
 
Shopfronts and additions to building for A.A. Crowther 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
676 Wynnum Road, Morningside, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1604. 
  
218 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1958 
Name of Building 
 
Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
47-51 Lyons Street, Mundubbera, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Vince Munroe 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 January 1954, p.65. 
 
  
219 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1958 
Name of Building 
 
Surgery for Dr Gordon K. Hawkins 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
126 Hornibrook Esplanade, Clontarf, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1606. 
 
  
220 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1959 
Name of Building 
 
Riverview Aged Care Home for the Salvation Army 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
Moggill Ferry Road (cnr Endeavour Road), Riverview, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Building, Lighting, Engineering (Sydney), 24 April 1959, p.40-41. 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, folder J (1 of 2). 
 
  
221 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1959 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations to Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Cunningham Street, Dalby, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Plans in Trewern Collection, Fryer Library, University of Queensland, UQFL239, job no.1627. 
  
222 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1959-60 
Name of Building 
 
Nicklin Cottage Family Group Home for the Methodist Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
730 Robinson Road West, Aspley, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
A.H. Hodge 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 October 1959, p.86. 
 
 
